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1. THE POWER OF HOLINESS
a. Dream: invitation to the dance.
· Fear of exposure: unworthy, ugly, unclean
· Longing for holiness: beautiful, clean, nothing to hide.

b. The power of holiness: light
· Holiness is a power, like the sun
· Life-giving, energising, beneficial power, if respected
· Life-threatening, destructive power, if abused.

c. Evil spiritual powers: aggressive darkness which  attacks and defiles God's   

holiness 
· Darkness from delusion: minds with thoughts and feelings
· Impurity from sin: bodies.

· Unclean spirits: conscience.

d. Pastoral ministry as spiritual warfare.

· Authority over unclean spirits (Luke 9:1; 10:17-19).

· Exposure of the Evil One.

2. OUR CALL TO HOLINESS
   a.   See 1 Thessalonians 4:7:
God has not called us for impurity,

but in holiness.

· We have a holy calling (2 Tim 1:9).

· We are 'called to be saints' and 'called saints' by God (Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:2).

   b.   See 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (NIV):
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.

May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.

· God not only calls us to be holy but also makes us holy.

· He promises to make us completely holy for eternal life with him.

c.      See Hebrews 12:10 (NIV).

Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best;

but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.
· God educates us for holiness in the school of life.

· He wants us to share in his own holiness.

· He teaches us through our experiences and disciplines us through our troubles, so that we can share more fully in his holiness.

3.
THE SOURCE OF HOLINESS


See the angels' song from Revelation 4:8 in the heavenly sanctuary (NIV).

Each of the four living creatures had six wings

and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.

Day and night they never stop saying:

'Holy, holy, holy

is the Lord God almighty,

who was, and is, and is to come'.
a.
The living God is the only being who is inherently and permanently holy (cf. 1 Sam 2:2; Rev 15:4).

b.     In the Old Testament he reveals himself and his nature by saying: I am holy (Lev 11:44,  

          45; 19:2; 20:7, 26; 21:8) and 

c.   He also declares that he sanctifies his people (Ex 31:13; Lev 20:8; 21:8,15,23; 22:9,16,32;    

          Ezek 20:12; 37:28).

d.
All three persons of the Holy Trinity are equally holy.

· God the Holy Father (Jn 17:11).

· God the Holy Son (Lk 1:35), the Holy One (Rev 3:7; cf Jn 6:69).

· God the Holy Spirit (Jn 14:25).

e.
Problem of modern definitions.

· Sinlessness or spiritual perfection.

· Moral perfection.

· Separation for divine possession and use.

· Transcendence.

f.
Since God's holiness has to do with the mystery of his being, it cannot be understood and defined abstractly, but can only be adequately expressed and proclaimed in praise (Is 6:3; Ps 99; Rev 4:9).

g.
God's holiness is inseparable from his person and his presence.

See Exodus 29:43-44 (NRSV).

I will meet with the Israelites there (at the altar),

and it (they?) shall be sanctified by my glory.

I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar;

Aaron also and his sons I will consecrate, to serve as priests'.
· People and things borrow holiness from contact with him.

· Apart from God, no one is ever holy.

h.
Since God makes himself accessible in divine worship, he also makes his holiness available to his people in worship.

1)
Holy people receive their holiness from being in God's presence and participating with the angels in divine worship in the heavenly sanctuary (Eph 2:19; Col 1:12) . As saints they therefore have angelic status (cf 1 Thess 3:13; 2 Thess 1:10; Jude 14).

2)      Holy things are consecrated for use in worship.

· In the Old Testament the most holy things make people and things holy:

God’s word and name together with anointing oil, blood, meat, and bread.

· The holy things are made and kept holy by the most holy things.

4.
THE NATURE OF HOLINESS, PURITY AND IMPURITY

See God's words to the priests in Leviticus10:10 (NRSV).

You are to distinguish between the holy and the common,

and between the unclean and the clean.
a.
The meaning of the terms: holy and common, clean and unclean.


[image: image1.wmf]God’s holy

sanctification

purification

Satan and

presence

evil Spirits

: 

light

Holy

Clean

Common

: 

darkness

: 

life

and

and

and

: 

death

: 

heaven

clean

common

unclean

: 

hell

desecration

defilement

God’s Realm

The Natural Realm

The Demonic Realm

Supernatural

Normal

Unnatural


b.
People and things exist in one of three states:

· Holy and clean, eg baptised believer, bread in Lord's Supper.

· Clean and common, eg faithful husband, roast beef.

· Common and unclean, eg murderer, food offered to an idol.

c.
Like light, God's holiness is a life-giving power that creates a holy environment and heavenly state of being.

· God makes his people holy through holy things (the sancta or sacra, the means of grace).

· Contact with God makes people holy.

· The closer they are to God, the holier they are.

· They remain holy as long as they do not desecrate their holiness by doing something unclean.

· They must be purified before they can be made holy.

· Because they are holy they share in the eternal life of God (Rom 6:22).

· They are protected by God's holiness from impurity and unclean spirits (armour of light).

· Through the holy things of God they have fellowship with the triune God (communio in sacris).

d.
Purity is the natural healthy state of being for people in the world.

· People who live according to God's law in the order of creation are clean.

· Purity comes from a right relationship with other people and the natural world.

· It results in a good conscience and in physical well-being.

· Cleansing is associated with justification in the New Testament (1 Cor 6:11)

e.
The state of impurity in the New Testament.

See the words of Jesus about eating unclean foods in Mark 7:20-23.

He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean'. For from within, out of human hearts, come evil thoughts: fornication, theft, murder, adultery; greed, malice, deceit, lewdness; envy, slander, arrogance, folly (unbelief). All these evils come from inside and make a person 'unclean'".
· Like darkness to light, impurity is the destructive counter-power to God's holiness.

· It establishes an evil, diabolic state of being (note the reference to unclean spirits in the NT).

· It belongs to the realm of Satan and the unclean spirits.

· People become unclean by the sins that they commit as well as by the sins committed against them.

· People are also defiled in their conscience by their evil thoughts and desires.

· Satan uses an unclean conscience to accuse and condemn us and others.

· Impurity is as incompatible with holiness as darkness is with light.

· If unclean people come into God's presence, they are destroyed by God's wrath, like petrol by fire.

5.
THE DANGER OF HOLINESS

See Isaiah 6:1-7 (NIV).

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another:

'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;

the whole earth is full of his glory'.

At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.

'Woe to me!' I cried. 'I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty'.

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, 'See this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for'.
a.
No one who is in a state of impurity can remain unscathed in God's heavenly presence.

b.
An unclean person desecrates God's holiness and so comes under God's judgment.

c.
God's holiness is deadly and destructive to an unclean person and any unclean thing.

d.
Unclean people must be purified from the stain of sin, before they can stand in the presence of a holy God and serve him by speaking his holy word.

· Renunciation of Satan and confession of faith.

· Confession of sin and reception of absolution (1 John 1:5-10).

· Confession of hurt, its surrender to God, and forgiveness of the evil doer (Eph 4:31,32).

e.
People who are in a state of spiritual purity receive blessing from meeting with him.

See Psalm 24:3-6 (NIV).

'Who may ascent the hill of the Lord?

Who may stand in his holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

who does not lift up his soul to an idol

or swear by what is false.

He will receive blessing from the Lord

and vindication from God his Saviour'.
6.
THE GIFT OF HOLINESS

a.
The Mission of Jesus as our High Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary
See the prayer of Jesus for his disciples in John 17:17-19 (NIV).

Holy Father ... sanctify them by the truth;

your word is truth.

As you sent me into the world,

I have sent them into the world.

For them I sanctify myself,

that they too may be truly sanctified.
1)
God the Father sent Jesus into the world to call us to be his disciples and to make us holy (cf Jn 10:36).

2)
He sanctified himself as our high priest by his holy life and sacrificial death for us (cf Heb 2:10-18).

· He swopped places with us.

· He took upon himself our impurity and suffered God's wrath for us (2 Cor 5:21).

· He gives us his purity and holiness as God's Son (Eph 4:22-23).

· He intercedes for us with his Father to sanctify us.

· God the Father sanctifies us through his word, so that we can be with Jesus in his presence and do his holy work together with Jesus.

b.
Our Sanctification by the Triune God
See Ephesians 1:3-7a, 13-14 (NIV).

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world

to be holy and blameless in his sight.

In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ...

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins...

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of salvation.

Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession...

1)
We don't make ourselves holy, but God makes us holy as a gift of grace to us.

2)
Before we were created, God the Father planned to make us holy in and through his Son.

3)
This plan involved three things

· Our redemption and purification through the blood of Jesus.

· Our union with Jesus through faith in him.

· Our adoption with Jesus as God's children with the same holy status as Jesus.

4)
Our justification is therefore the presupposition for our sanctification (cf Rom 6:19, 22).

· God the Father redeems, justifies, and accepts us  through Jesus.

· Since we are righteous before God the Father through Jesus, we are also holy in him.

5)
We borrow our holiness from Jesus and are not holy apart from him.

· He is our sanctification (1 Cor 1:30).

· We are made holy in him (1 Cor 1:2) and his name (1 Cor 6:11).

· We are made holy by faith in him (Acts 26:18; cf Jude 20).

· We are therefore holy in him (Phil 1:1; 4:21).

· As Luther taught, we have an alien holiness that we never possess but always receive from Jesus.

· Since we are holy in Christ we may pray for all the spiritual blessings belonging to Jesus as God's Son.

6)      Through Christ we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

· The Holy Spirit puts his mark like a brand on us as God's holy property.

· He is the first instalment of our full inheritance and guarantee of our full sanctification.

· He makes and keeps us holy (cf Rom 15:16; 1 Cor 6:11; 2 Thess 2:13; 1 Pet 1:2).

c.
God's Means for Making People Holy
1)      See John 17:17 (NIV).

Holy Father ... sanctify them by the truth;

Your word is truth.
· God's word is most holy.

· It makes us holy because is it inspired by the sanctifying Holy Spirit.

· Through hearing and trusting in it we are holy (cf 2 Thess 2:13).

· When Luther explains the third commandment in the LC, he says:

The Word of God is the true holy thing above all holy things ... God’s Word is the treasure that sanctifies all things.  By it all the saints themselves are sanctified.  At whatever time God’s Word is taught, preached, heard, read, or pondered, there the person, the day, and the work are sanctified by it ...

2)      See I Timothy 4:5 (NIV).

everything God created ... is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.
· Together with God’s word, God’s name as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is most holy.

· We hallow it by using it to pray and bless.

· The use of God's name in prayer makes people and things holy (cf 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11).

3)      See Ephesians 5:25b-27 (NIV).

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing of water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
· Christ cleanses and sanctifies us through baptism.

· Through baptism he anoints us with his Holy Spirit.

· Gd's word and name make baptism a means of sanctification (1 Cor 6:11).

4)      See Hebrews 10:10 (RSV).

We have been sanctified through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ once for all.
· The body of Jesus is most holy (cf Heb 10:14).

· The OT priests were kept holy by eating the most holy meat of the sin and guilt offerings (Lev 6:25-29; 7:6.

· We are kept holy by eating his body in the Lord's Supper 


 (cf 1 Cor 11:27-32).

5)      See Hebrews 13:12 (NIV).

Jesus ... suffered ... to make the people holy through his own blood.
· The blood of Jesus is most holy (cf Heb 10:29).

· In the OT priests were consecrated with the blood from the sacrifices 

(Lev 8:22-25, 30).

· We are kept holy by drinking the blood of Jesus in the Lord's Supper (cf the sprinkling of our hearts in Heb 10:22; 12:24; 1 Pet 1:2).

6)      See Acts 26:17b-18 9 (NIV).

I am sending you to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.

· We are sanctified by faith in Jesus and his word.

· Our faith is ‘most holy’ since it relies on the holy things of God (Jude 20).

7)   Luther’s Conclusion (LW 41, 152)


    you are consecrated and anointed with the sublime and holy anointing oil of God


    - with the word of God, with baptism, and also this sacrament.

7.
SECRET SACRED AGENTS

a.
Introduction
· All people who believe in Jesus as Lord and worship the Triune God are saints.

· Their holiness is borrowed from God through their association with Jesus.

· Question: What's the use of being holy?

b.
As Saints We are Priests
See 1 Peter 1:9 (NIV).

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, a people belonging to God,

that you may declare the praise of him who

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

· In the Old Testament the priests acted as mediators between God and his people.

· Through Christ all believers mediate between God the Father and those who don't yet believe in him and worship him.

· As priests they represent others before God the Father by interceding for their forgiveness and by praying for their needs (cf 1 Tim 2:1-6).

· As priests they represent God the Father to others by bringing him and his grace to them through their daily contacts with them (cf Matt 5:14-16; 10:40).

· As priests we are to offer our bodies (Rom 12:1; cf 6:12-13, 19-23), our confession of allegiance in songs of praise (Heb 13:15), and our possessions (Heb 13:16) as acceptable offerings to God.

c.
As Saints We are Involved in Heavenly Worship here on Earth
See Hebrews 10:19-22 (NIV).

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to

enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,

by a new and living way opened for us

through the curtain, that is, his body,

and since we have a great priest over

the house of God,

let us draw near to God with a sincere

heart in full assurance of faith,

having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from

a guilty conscience

and having our bodies washed with pure water.
· In the Old Testament the priests had restricted access to God's presence in his earthly temple and only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement.

· Through Christ our high priest and liturgist in God's heavenly temple, all believers have unrestricted access to God's heavenly presence (note the sense of parrêsia as freedom of speech, right of access, freedom of access as well as boldness, frankness, confidence; cf 2 Cor 3:12; Eph 3:12; Heb 3:6; 4:16; 10:35; 1 Ju 3:21; 5:14).

· In worship and prayer we can approach him unafraid together with Jesus, since our bodies have been washed by the waters of baptism and our consciences are cleansed by the blood of Jesus.

· Since we rely on Christ's purity and holiness, we can approach God the Father with the assurance that he will welcome us and treat us exactly as he welcomes and treats his Son.

d.
The Reason for our Pursuit of Holiness as Pastors
1)
See 2 Timothy 2:20-21 (NIV).

In a large house there are articles not only

of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay;

some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble.

If a man cleanses himself from the latter,

he will be an instrument for noble purposes,

made holy, useful to the Master and prepared

to do any good work.
· We do not make ourselves holy by living holy lives, but rather live holy lives because we have been made holy in Christ.

· Christ makes us holy, so that we can work with him and serve him as our master.

· As pastors we are to be holy, because we handle the holy things of God (Tit 1:8).

· We present our bodies to God for sanctification so that we can serve him with our bodies in our whole physical existence (Rom 6:13,19).

· God calls us to give up our impure activities, so that we can be more useful to our Lord and be better equipped to serve him (2 Tim 2:15-19).

2)      See Heb 12:14 (NRSV)

Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness

without which no one will see the Lord.
· Our Lord shares his own holiness with us, so that we will be able to see him face to face in heaven (see Matt. 5:8).

· Only those who are at peace with God and each other share in Christ's holiness (see the declaration in the Greek Orthodox liturgy: ‘Holy things for holy people’).

· We therefore pursue holiness as a gift from God through his Holy Spirit, so that we will be fit to see him face to face, holy and perfect and lovely before him.

8.
CONCLUSION

See 1 Pet 1:14-16 (NRSV)

Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires that 

you formerly had in ignorance.

Instead, as he who called you is holy,

be holy yourselves in all your conduct;

for it is written,

'You shall be holy, for I am holy'.
a.
God is holy and calls us to share in his own holiness (see Lev 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:7).

b.
God's statement: You shall be holy can be taken in three ways:

· As a promise about what he will do to us.

· As a statement about what we will be as his children.

· As a command about how we are to live.

c.
Since we are holy, we are to live and work as saints with the triune God here on earth.

Dr John W Kleinig

Luther Seminary
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