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1. The Problem of Pornography

· Pornography as the depiction of sexual activity for sexual arousal and masturbation

· Occurrence of pornography in the ancient world

· Sexuality as a supernatural power in pagan religions

· Sexual desire and arousal as supernatural in nature

· Association of sex with certain deities: Baal and Asherah

· Depiction of deities in sexual guise for sexual devotion

· The practice of religious prostitution by Canaanites

· The spirit of prostitution in Hosea 4:12

· Rejection by Christians at  baptism
· New kinds of pornography in the modern world

· Video photography of sexual activity

· Uncensored distribution via the internet

· Contemplation for self-arousal and masturbation
· Interactive self-display via Skype

· ‘Safe’ secrecy

· Results

· Dissociation of imagination: reality ►fantasy

· Escalation from normal to abnormal sexuality

· Feeding of dissatisfied appetite: addiction to pornography

· Strain on sexual relationship in marriage

· Disintegration of whole person

· The use of pornography by Christians and pastors

· Secret use and gradual involvement

· Use for emotional self-comfort
· Dissatisfaction

· Flatness and boredom 

· Self-pity and depression

· Recurrent cycle

· Need for emotional stimulation

· Anticipation with excitement

· Remembrance with disgust and shame
· Spiritual attack by the devil
· Temptation with deception: sexual idolatry
· Accusation and condemnation

· Corruption of something good

· Defilement of something clean
· Desecration of something holy

· Sabotage and gradual entrapment

2. Key Insights for Dealing with Pornography

· The importance of sight for male sexuality: arousal and intimacy
· Connection of imagination with senses and emotions

· Distinction between sexual desire (epithumia) and sexual “passion” (pathos)

· Sexual desire as something good

· Constructive when rightly ordered and controlled

· Destructive when disordered and perverted
· Sexual passion as disordered desire (Rom 1:26; Col 3:5; 1 Thess 4:5)
· Use of pornography for the arousal of sexual passion and masturbation
· Connection of pornographia (depiction of fornication/prostitution) with 
porneia (prostitution/fornication)

· Treatment as idol rather than a person

· Dissociation of visual intimacy from self-giving love

· Sexual desire as a index of spirituality

3. Dealing Spiritually with Pornography: Ephesians 5:1-14
· Starting point

· Christ’s self-offering for us

· Our identity as saints

· Our enlightenment: now you are light in the Lord. 

· Acceptance of God’s diagnosis and judgment

· Cycle of pornography: fornication ► sexual impurity ► sexual covetousness ► sexual idolatry

· Self-deception about its gravity

· Unfruitful work of darkness

· Danger: loss of spiritual inheritance    

· Exposure of the darkness by the light of Christ: Take no part in the 

unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.
· Admission of problem to self and God: wake up, you sleeper
· Confession and absolution: exposure by the light

· Cleansing from impurity with the blood of Jesus in HC
· Baptismal renunciation: works of darkness
· Baptismal self-mortification in prayer: Col 3:5: Put to death what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
· Thanksgiving: but instead let there be thanksgiving.
· Sexual intercourse as a freely given gift rather than an entitlement

· Appreciation of wife: thanking rather than demanding

· Thanking God for your wife and your sexual relationship with her 
· Learning self-discernment: try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
· Self-discipline
· Jesus in Matt 5:29: If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away.
· Paul in 1 Cor 9:27: I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.

4. Sexual Sanctification
· See Paul’s teaching on sexual sanctification in 1 Thess 4:2-8.
· See Paul’s appeal in Rom 6:9b and 12:1-3

· Presentation of bodies with members for sanctification in the divine service

· Presentation of bodies for service and minds for renewal

· What is involved in the renewal of our minds?

· Importance of imagination in human sexuality

· Connection with five senses

· Connection with emotions

· The distortion and perversion of our imagination by the use of 


pornography: unreal fantasies

· Right use of the imagination for sexual contemplation and 


enjoyment: seeing my wife as Christ sees her

· Refinement and sanctification of desire by meditation 
on God’s 

word
· Walking in love as a husband

· Finding what all that is good and right and true

· Discerning what is pleasing to the Lord 
· The use of the Song of Songs 
· God’s word for the sanctification of our sexual imagination

· Dialogue between a woman and her lover: focus on speaking
· Sensory delight in each other: sound, sight, smell, taste, touch

· Love as self-offering self-disclosure

· Self-disclosing mutual love as a restoration of Eden

· Visual intimacy through the disclosure of the whole person

· The flesh becoming speech

· Imaginative admiration and enjoyment of nakedness in four 
passages

·  The man of the woman: 4:1-5; 6:5-7; 7:1-5

· 
The woman of the man: 5:10-15

· The man’s enjoyment of the woman’s beauty with her torso in 

4:1-5

· Eyes: doves 
· Hair: flock of goats leaping down the slopes of Gilead

· Teeth: shorn ewes with twins

· Lips: scarlet thread

· Mouth: sliced pomegranate

· Neck: tower of David

· Breasts: fawns grazing among lilies

· The man’s enjoyment of the woman’s whole body in 7:1-5 

· Feet in sandals
· Thighs: ornaments
· Navel: bowl for wine
· Belly: heap of wheat encircled by lilies
· Breast: twin fawns
· Neck: tower of ivory 

· Eyes: pools of Heshbon 

· Nose: tower of Lebanon
· Head: orchard
· Hair: purple robe

· Assessment: 4:7; 5:16; 7:7
· All of you is beautiful, my friend, 

and you have no blemish: 4:7

· His palate is oh so sweet,
And all of him is exquisitely delightful: 5:16

· How beautiful you are, and how delightful you are,

O Love with pleasures: 7:7

· Imagery of praise: not how the lovers look but how they see

· Vision of wife as a reflection of the church as the bride of Christ

5. Conclusion
· See 1 Tim 4:4-5: For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 
· Purification and refinement of sexual imagination and desire 

· Sanctification of sexual imagination by meditation on God’s word and by thanksgiving

