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1. My dream about a dance: farm boy chosen the beauty

· Borrowed beauty

· Borrowed status

2. Student from New Guinea: For them nothing is sacred any more.
3. Pagan use of idols and idol jewelry

· Protection and blessing of a deity

· Placement on body and houses as shrines for deity

4. Jewish custom in Deut 6:4-9

· Use of holy name instead of idols for daily sanctification: God’s protection and blessing
· Daily confession of faith: the LORD is our God; the LORD is one.

· Call to listen to God and to love him

· Name in hearts and on hands and foreheads: holy bodies

· Name on doors and village gates: holy homes and holy work
5. Our call to holiness 
· See 1 Pet 1:15-16: as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.
· Reverent conduct as children of the Father

· Love for holy brotherhood

· Putting off all evil

· Nourishment with the pure milk of God’s word

· Living as God’s temple with Jesus and his priests who offer God-pleasing sacrifices to God through Jesus

· Quotation from Lev 19:2: You will be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.
· Misunderstanding: demand for spiritual self-improvement

· The LORD alone as holy: only source of holiness

· His repeated self-presentation: I am the LORD who makes you/him/it them holy (Lev 20:7; 21:8, 15, 23; 22:9, 16, 31).

· Ongoing gift: always received but never possessed

· Jesus as our sanctification (1 Cor 1:30; cf. John 17:17; Heb 2:11)

· Three  senses in Hebrew
· Promise: You will be holy.
· Declaration: You are holy.
· Demand: You shall be holy.
· We as saints with angelic status
· Holy ones as angels in OT and Judaism

· Holy in Jesus (Phil 1:1) and sanctified in him (1 Cor 1:2)
· Participation in his holiness through our union with him in baptism (Eph 5:25-27): Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that he might be holy and without blemish.
· Sanctified by faith in Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit (2 Thess 2:13; cf. Acts 26:18; 1 Pet 1:2)

· Borrowed holiness

6. How does God share his holiness with us?

· His holy name

· Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
· 1 Cor 6:11: But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified by the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
· His holy word

· John 17: 17: Holy Father,...sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.
· Luther in the Large Catechism 92-93 on the third commandment: God’s Word is the treasure that makes everything holy. By it all the saints have themselves been made holy. At whatever time God’s Word is taught, preached, heard, read, or pondered, there the person, the day, and the work is hallowed, not on account of the eternal work but on account of the Word that makes us all saints.
· Holy communion

· Christ’s body: Heb 10:10

· Christ’s blood: Heb 13:13; cf. 10:29

7. Why does God sanctify us?

· He makes our bodies his holy temple.

· 1 Cor 3:16: Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you...God’s temple is sacred and you are that temple.
· Bodies as living shrines

· God-bearers and God-showers

· Danger of desecration

· He makes us his holy priesthood

· 1 Pet 2:5: you yourselves are like living stones are being built up into a spiritual house/temple, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
· Access to God’s presence in the heavenly sanctuary (Heb 10:19-22)

· Holy work = God’s work

· Luther: one holy calling in three holy orders

· Family, government, church

· Two dimensions of our holy calling

· Bringing others and their needs to God in prayer

· Bring God and his blessings to the people in our

station and vocation

· Picture from the letter of Ignatius to the Ephesians 9:2: You are all fellow travellers, God-bearers and shrine-bearers, bearers of Christ, bearers of holy things.
· Pagan processions through cities with the idol of a god in his shrine

· We as holy people on a procession through the world
8. Our daily participation in God’s holiness

· See 1 Tim 4:3-5: For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.
· Context: Paul’s response to those who forbid sexual intercourse and the eating of meat

· God’s plan to sanctify what he has created

· Sanctification by prayer

· Grace with meals

· Morning and evening prayers: family and personal

· Sanctification by God’s word

· Reading

· Meditation

· Location: home
· Family altar

· Sanctification of marriage, family, and house

· Times

· Morning: God-pleasing, holy work in holy orders

· Evening: holy sleep with a good conscience

· Whole day as the Lord’s day

· Model of Luther’s morning and evening prayers (LSB 327)
· Self-consecration: invocation with the sign of the cross and the Creed

· Lord’s Prayer

· Luther’s prayer for sanctification: morning
· Thanksgiving for protection

· Petition: protection for God-pleasing thoughts, words, and deeds

· Self-offering: self, body and soul, all things
· Angelic presence

9. Conclusion: three illustrations from Luther

· Holy relics

· Holy incense and water

· Our bodies as Christ’s monstrance

