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1. Introduction: What is Worship?

a. Story of Resurrection Lutheran Church

b. Focus on the divine service in the AC 5: In order to obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the gospel and administering the sacraments was instituted. For through the word and the sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given, and the Holy Spirit produces faith, where and when it pleases God, in those who hear the gospel.
· Institution of the main parts by Jesus and the apostles
· Liturgical nature of word and sacraments

· Liturgical administration of justification

· Liturgical bestowal and operation of the Holy Spirit

· Production of faith through liturgical means
· Liturgical nature of the ordained ministry, the church and 


church membership

c. Worship wars
· Conflicts

· Traditional v contemporary

· Formal v informal

· Scripted v free

· Liturgical v charismatic

· Different theology and practice 

d. Solution to conflict

· Agreement on theology (agreement on practice

· Biblical foundation
2. Jacob’s Ladder: the Mystery of Worship

a. Introduction: an Open Heaven
· Story of Jacob’s ladder in Genesis 28:10-22
· Vision of heavenly stairway

· Angels as God’s courtiers

· Descent of God to Jacob to speak to him and bless him

· Reversal of expected order: heaven to earth

· Foundational story for Bethel as God’s house as the gate of heaven

· Luther (LW 5, 244:

Wherever the Word is heard, where Baptism, the Sacrament of the Altar, and absolution are administered, there you must determine and conclude with certainty: “This is surely God’s house; here heaven has been opened.”

· Jesus as our heavenly stairway in John 1:51:


Jesus then added, I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.
· Jesus as true Jacob’s ladder
· Fulfilment at baptism of Jesus 
· Trinitarian event
· Father’s voice
· Jesus as beloved Son
· Descent of the Holy Spirit
· Opening of heaven by our baptism
· Luther on an open heaven (LW 22, 201-201):



Before the advent of Christ heaven was closed, but in and through Christ heaven stands ajar again. Now Christians see heaven opened. The Heavenly Father still addresses these words to us: “This is my beloved Son!” When you are baptised, partake of Holy Communion, receive the absolution, or listen to a sermon, heaven is open, and we hear the voice of the Heavenly Father; all these works descend on us from the open heaven above us. Still we hear God speaking to us from heaven; we call and cry to Him, and He answers us.

b. The Mystery of the Risen Lord: Colossians 1:25-27:
I became a servant of the church according to God's house commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to the saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ among you, the hope of glory.

· The difference between a mystery and a secret
· Commission: oikonomia
· Housekeeping, stewardship: Luke 16:2; 1 Cor 9:17; Eph 1:10; 3:2,9; Col 1:25; 1 Tim 1:4

· Temple keeping
· Use of oikonomos for pastor:  Luke 12:42; 1 Cor 4:1-2; Tit 5:11; 1 Pet 4:10
· Church as God’s house/temple

· Paul as temple keeper and mystagogue

· Mystery: hid from outsiders but revealed to the saints

· Revelation by teaching God’s word

· Mystery as presence of risen Lord in the assembly

· Foretaste of hidden riches: glory of God
c. Restricted Access to the Lord at the Temple in Jerusalem

· Hidden presence in the Holy Of Holies: glory cloud

· Access of Israelites to the altar
· Access of the priests to the Holy Place in the daily service

· Annual entry by the high priest to the Holy of Holies

· Bodily consecration by sprinkling with blood

· Washing of whole body with water

· Entry through double layered curtain

· Entrance with blood from the sin offerings

· Sprinkling of blood: mercy seat, incense altar and altar for burnt offering
d.
Our Access to the Heavenly Sanctuary: Hebrews 10:19-22:

Therefore, my brothers, since we have confidence for entry into the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he inaugurated for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us come near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled (clean) from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
· Greek noun for confidence: parrêsia
· Right of speech in public assembly

· Frank, bold speech in public

· Unrestricted access to a person

· Confidence in approaching and addressing a person

· Use in Hebrews: privilege of access for audience with God (Heb 4:16; 10:35; cf. Eph 3:12)

· Greek verb for ‘come near’: proserchomai
· Liturgical term: Heb 4:18; 7:25; 10:1,22; 11:6; 12:18,22; 1 Pet 2:3
· Use in LXX for qārab: approach of God by priests and people at the tabernacle (Exod 40:32; Lev 9:5,7,8; 10:4,5; 21:17,18,23; Num 4:19; 16:40; 18:3,4,22)

· Contrast: restricted access v open access to God

· Jesus:  high priest in the heavenly sanctuary (cf. Heb 2:17)
· Merciful in bringing God’s gifts to us 

· Faithful in bringing us to God

· Church as God’s house/temple

· Open access to the heavenly sanctuary together with Jesus

· Our approach through the flesh and blood of Jesus

· Allusion to Holy Communion

· Our qualification for entry: clean conscience

· Washing of bodies with water in baptism

· Sprinkling of hearts with the blood of Jesus

· Gift of clean conscience: Heb 9:13-14

· Faith: assurance of favourable reception in Holy 


Communion

· Access to the Father’s presence through the divine service 


here on earth

· Ministry in the sanctuary

· Ministry between heaven to earth

d. Our Involvement in the Heavenly Liturgy: Hebrews 12:22-25:
But you have come near to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the blood for sprinkling that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. Beware that you do not refuse him who is speaking… from heaven.

· Key liturgical term: ‘come near’
· God’s fearful presence at Sinai: 12:18-21

· Tangible fenced mountain

· Blazing fire

· Darkness

· Eerie gloom

· Storm cloud

· Sound of trumpet

· Voice of God with Ten Commandments

· Our access to seven invisible realities in the divine service: 12:22-25

· Mount Zion: heavenly city where God meets with his people on earth

· Angels who assist us in praising the triune God

· Worldwide assembly/church: first born sons with full rights of inheritance

· God the Judge who pardons penitent sinners

· Departed saints who surround us (Heb 12:1)

· Jesus who mediates a new covenant in Holy Communion

· Blood for sprinkling that speaks pardon, cleansing, and holiness

· God’s speaking to us in the divine service: 12:25
e. Worship as Reception: Hebrews 4:14, 16:
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. ...Let us therefore come near to the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
· Royal audiences in the ancient world

· King on throne in palace

· Petition for mercy or help
· Audience with God in the Old Testament

· God’s throne: mercy seat in Holy of Holies

· Petitions to him in the daily service

· Our audience with the Heavenly King in the divine service

· Jesus as God’s royal Son and our high priest 

· Mediator who sympathises with us and brings us with him into the Father’s presence

· Approach with him as our advocate

· Reception: gracious pardon and help for ourselves and others

· Worship as reception of gifts  from God
f. Conclusion: W Loehe:

In its worship the congregation is as close as it can be to its Lord. There as close to the bridegroom as it can get, it leads a heavenly life on earth, an earthly life in heaven.
3.  Divine Service: the Unseen Side of Worship
a. Introduction

· Story of Resurrection Lutheran Church
b. The Nature of Worship
· Reformed: our response to the message of Christ's work

· Emphasis on human obedience
· Problem: absence of risen Lord

· Pentecostal: heavenly ascent with the Spirit

· Emphasis on emotional experience

· Problem: neglect of the means of the Spirit

· Orthodox: Triune God’s service of the congregation

c. The Ongoing Ministry of Jesus: Acts 1:1-2:
In the first book, Thëophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day when he was taken up, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
· Gospel as the beginning of what Jesus says and does

· Ongoing ministry in the church after his ascension

· Presence that transcends space and time

· Apostles as co-workers with the Holy Spirit

d. The Presence of Jesus in the Church: Matthew 18:18-20:

Amen, Amen, I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again I tell you that if two or three on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.

· Church as assembly where God does his work on earth

· Use of divine passives for God’s activity

· Gathering by God the Father

· Using the name of Jesus to announce his presence and pray
· Presence of Jesus as the bridge between earth and heaven

· Doing the work of the Father with Jesus on earth 

· Use of ‘bind’ and ‘loose’ by rabbis to teach what the law  


required or what it allowed

· New use of these terms by Jesus


God the Father in heaven


works  ((  agree on what to ask in binding and loosing




   

Disciples together with Jesus on earth




  
                   (    do God’s work on earth

   

Binding with his word
· Retaining sin: no baptism nor absolution

· Binding the conscience with God’s law

· Excluding from God’s presence in Holy Communion (Matt 16:19)





Loosing with his word
· Forgiving sin: baptism and absolution

· Releasing the conscience with the gospel

· Admitting into God’s presence in Holy Communion (Matt 16:19)
· Definition of the Keys in AC 28:5:Our teachers assert that 
according to the Gospel the power of keys… is the power and command of God to preach the Gospel, to forgive and retain sins, and to administer and distribute the sacraments. 
e. Christ's Service of his Servants: Luke 22:24-30:

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, 'The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my trials. So I hereby confer kingship on you just as my Father conferred it on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

· Speech after the institution of Holy Communion

· Jesus as King: royal deputy of his heavenly Father

· Apostles as his courtiers who reign with him

· Jesus as waiter in his royal banquet

· Presence of Jesus to ‘serve’ them with his body and blood

· Enthronement with Jesus as they eat and drink at his table


People of God as guests at royal table






(
judge and rule by serving at his table





Apostles as his guests at his royal table

· serves by giving body and blood  
· confers kingship 





Jesus as the royal host

(
has conferred kingship





God the Father
f. Jesus as our Mediator: Hebrews 7:24-25:
Because Jesus lives for ever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who approach God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

· Jesus as high priest: mediator between God and us

· Saviour who frees us from sin and death

· Intercessor: leader in prayer and praise

· Approach to God the Father through and with him
g. Conclusion: the case of the solar torch.
4. Operation Trinity

a. The Heavenly Ladder

· Movement down: descending sacramental work

· Movement up: ascending sacrificial work
· See Melanchthon’s use of the terms ‘sacrament’ and ‘sacrifice’ in Apol 24:69-77: one liturgical action with twofold effect

· Gift of life by the Spirit to the conscience: faith
· Thank offering for the gift
b. New place and manner of worship: John 4:23-24:
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.
· Question: right location for ‘worship/prostration’ (10x)

· Prostration: homage to God ►homage to the Father

· Reversal: worship as seeking God ►Father who seeks worshippers

· Worship in spirit: Holy Spirit in reborn human spirits (3:5-8,34; 7:37-39)

· Worship in truth: Jesus (14:6) and his word (17:18)

· New location for worship: body of Jesus (2:21)

· Trinitarian character: worship of the Father in the Son by the Spirit

c. Access to God’s Grace: Romans 5:1-2:
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained the access through the faith to this grace in which we stand.
· Greek term: prosagōgê
· Royal term: audience with a King

· Use of verb prosagō in LXX for offering of gifts or persons to the Lord

· Liturgical term: Eph 2:18; 3:12 
· Result of justification: access to the Father’s grace

· Position of access: ‘stand’

· Admission by Jesus to audience with God: 1 Pet 3:18

· Reception of grace in the divine service

d. The Descending Movement: Ephesians 1:3-8:

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him. In love he destined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ…In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our sins, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us in all wisdom and insight.

· Ongoing delivery of heavenly blessings to us on earth

· The Father as the giver of heavenly blessings 

· The Son as the mediator of the Father’s blessings

· Spiritual blessings: blessings of the Holy Spirit

· We as chosen recipients of the Father’s gifts

· Heavenly blessings

· Adoption as sons with the same status as Jesus

· Redemption from sin and death

· Forgiveness of sins

· Holiness and blamelessness

· Enrichment with God’s wisdom

e. The Sacramental Side of the Divine Service

· God gathers us
· God forgives and receives us
· God speaks his sanctifying, Spirit-giving word to us
· God feeds us with heavenly food

· God blesses us
f. The Ascending Movement: Ephesians 2:17-18:

Jesus came and preached peace to you (Gentiles) who were far 
away and peace to you (Jews) who were near, for through him we have access to the Father by one Spirit.

· Gift of peace through Jesus: good conscience
· Access to the Father through Jesus 
· Empowerment by the Spirit to approach the Father together with Jesus
g. Our Offering to God: 1 Peter 2:4-5:

As you come near to Jesus, the living Stone…you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual household/temple to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices, well-pleasing to God through Jesus Christ.

· Congregation: living stones in God’s  temple with Jesus as our life-giving Stone

· Jesus high priest and us as fellow priests with him

· Spiritual sacrifices: sacrifices produced by the Holy Spirit
· See Rom 15:15-16

· See Apol 24:26: “spiritual” refers to the operation of the Holy Spirit within us.
· Presentation of our offerings to the Father together with Jesus

· Ourselves and our bodies: Rom 6:13,19; 12:1
· Our sins: Ps 51:17
· Our prayers and praise: Heb 13:15; 1 Pet 2:9 

· Our offering of gifts and good works: Heb 13:16
· Consecration of ourselves and our gifts: 1 Tim 4:5
h. The Sacrificial Side of the Divine Service

· We assemble
· We confess our sins
· We give thanks and praise 
· We listen and confess our faith
· We present money 
· We intercede
· We receive Christ’s body and blood
· We take God’s blessings to our station and vocation
i. Analogy of a TV set
· Heavenly transmission: electricity
· Earthly reception: electricity 

5. The Foundation for Worship

a. Problem: the Contents of the Divine Service 

· Who determines how we worship?
· How can we be sure that we please God in our worship?
b. The Institution of Divine Worship by God's Word

· Idolatry as self-devised worship

· We do not invent worship for ourselves but receive it from our Jewish and Christian ancestors.

· Through his word God sets his agenda for us so that he can deliver his gifts to us 

· By his word he determines how we are to worship him just as he did for the Israelites.

· Our Lord Jesus establishes what is essential in worship through his commands and promises.
· In John 6:63 Jesus says: My words are Spirit and life.
· Christ's word alone makes our worship spiritually effective, since it conveys His life-giving Spirit to those who hear it and believe in it (John 6:63).
· See 1 Thess 2:13: when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work/enacted among you who believe
· Double sense of energeîtai: middle and passive

· God’s performative word

· Human enactment of God’s word as law and gospel

· God’s word is enacted in the divine service: 
· See Hebrews 4:12: the word of God is living and energetic; sharper than any two edged sword, it penetrates until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
· His living word makes and keeps us spiritually alive.

· His energising word changes and empowers us.

· His penetrating word deals with the evil at the very core of our bodies and spirits.

· His diagnostic word judges our secret thoughts and desires by exposing and fixing them.

· Lutherans distinguish between those things that have been bidden or forbidden in worship, and those things that have been neither bidden nor forbidden (adiaphora).

· The church is bound to do what Christ has commanded us to do (eg. Lord's Supper).

· Otherwise the church is free to determine what is done corporately provided that it is consistent with

· our confession and our doctrine

· the unity of the church

· the pastoral needs of God’s people

· Since God has revealed his word to us, so that we receive his grace in our worship, his word determines the content and the shape of our worship.

· We do not just use God's word in reading from the Bible and in preaching a sermon but also in singing, praying, confessing, offering gifts, and blessing.

· If we do what God says we can be sure that our service is pleasing to him (1 John 3:21-22).

· His word gives us the foundation for faith in him.

· See Hebrews 12:25, 28: See that you do not refuse him who speaks… Therefore since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us have grace, through which we serve God in a well-pleasing way, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire. 
c. Enactment and Reception of the Gospel in the Divine Service
· Enactment of the gospel
· God wants us to believe him and to accept blessings from him; this he declares to be true worship (Apol 4, 228).
· Faith is that worship which receives God’s offered blessings...It is by faith that God wants to be worshiped, namely that we receive from him what he promises and gives (Apol 4, 49).
· Thus the service and worship of the gospel is to offer and present good things from God, while the worship of the law is to offer and present our goods to God. We cannot offer anything to God unless we have first been reconciled and reborn. The greatest possible comfort comes from this doctrine that the highest worship in the gospel is the desire to receive forgiveness of sins, grace, and righteousness (Apol 4, 310).
·  Institution by God’s word
· God is pleased only with services instituted by his Word and done in faith (Apol 27:70)
d. The Parts of the Divine Service Instituted by Christ

· The preaching and teaching of God’s word (Matt 28:19; Mark 
16:15-16; Luke 24:46-47)

· Baptism in the name of the triune God (Matt 28:19)

· Performance of Holy Communion (Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 
11:23-25)

· Prayer to God the Father in the name of Jesus (Luke 11:9-10; John 15:7; 16:24)

· The Lord’s Prayer (Matt 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-8)

· Forgiveness of sins (John 20:21-23)

· Confession of faith in Jesus (Matt 10:32; Luke 12:8)

e. Table of Divinely Instituted Parts

	Instituted Practice
	Command by Jesus
	Promise by Jesus
	Command and promise by Apostles
	Apostolic Precedent

	Use of the name of Jesus
	
	
	
	

	Gathering 
	
	Matt 18:20
	
	1 Cor 5:4

	Baptising
	Matt 28:19


	
	Acts 2:28


	Acts 8:16; 10:48; 19:5

	Preaching
	Luke 24:49


	
	
	Acts 4:18; 5:28,40; 9:27

	Praying to the Father 
	John 16:24


	John 14:13-14; 15:16; 16:23
	Eph 5:20
	Eph 3:14-19

	Casting out demons
	
	Mark 16:17
	
	Mark 9:38; Acts 16:18

	Forgiving sins
	
	
	
	Acts 10:43;

1 Jn 2:12

	Anointing 
	
	
	James 5:14
	Mark 6:13

	Speaking and acting
	
	
	Col 3:17
	

	Baptism
	Matt 28:17
	Mark 16:16
	Acts 2:38
	Acts 2:41; 8:12,16; 8:38; 10:48; 16:15,

33; 18:8; 19:5

	Use of God’s words/words of Jesus
	
	
	
	

	Preaching

God’s word
	Matt 10:7; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47
	
	2 Tim 4:2
	Acts 4:31; 13:5; 15:36; 16:32 etc

	Teaching the word
	Matt 28:19-20
	
	1 Tim 4:13
	Acts 15:35; 18:11

	Hearing God’s word
	Matt 13:9; Mark 4:9,23,24; Luke 8:8,18
	Matt 13:16-17; Luke 8:21; 10:16; 11;28
	Rev 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22
	Acts 4:4; 10:44 etc

	Praying
	
	John 15:7
	
	

	Singing
	
	
	Col 3:14
	

	Lord’s Supper
	
	
	
	

	Performance
	Luke 22:19; 1 Cor 11:24,25
	
	
	

	Reception
	Matt 26:26-27;

Mark 14:22-23
	
	
	

	Prayer
	
	
	
	

	Lord’s Prayer
	Matt 6:9-13; Lk 11:2-4
	
	
	

	To Father in the name of Jesus
	John 16:24


	John 14:13-14; 15:16; 16:23
	Eph 5:20
	

	Asking for own needs
	Matt 7:7-8; Luke 11:9-10; John 15:7; 16:24
	Matt 7:7-8; 18:19; Mark 11:24;  Luke 11:9-10; John 15:7; 16:24
	Rom 12:12; Phil 4:4; Col 4:2; 1 Thess 5:17
	

	Praying for others
	
	
	Col 4:3-4; 1 Thess 3:1-3

1 Tim 2:1-5
	

	Forgiveness
	
	
	
	

	Repenting
	Matt 4:17; Mark 1:15
	
	Acts 2:28
	

	Confessing sins
	
	
	1 John 1:9
	

	Absolving
	Luke 24:47 
	Matt 16:19; 18:18; John 20:23
	
	

	Confession of faith
	
	Matt 10:32; Luke 12:18
	
	


6. The Shape of the Divine Service

a. Story: Young Man at Rapid Bay Jetty
· The ‘Apostolic’ Way in 1 Cor 14:26: When you come together, everyone has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation.
· Songs of praise

· Teaching

· Prophecy

· Tongues and their interpretation

· The ‘Pentecostal Way’ in Acts 2: 42:They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the prayers. 


b. Debate over the Order of the Divine Service

· Scriptural foundation in 1 Cor 14:40: All things should be done decently and in order.
· Kata taxin: in order

· According to a given order?

· In an orderly way?

· ‘euschêmonōs: decently

· According to the right scheme/pattern?

· Properly: in an appropriate way?

· Traditional Roman: institution of the Mass by the apostles 


and their successors 
· Lutheran: institution of word and sacrament by Christ and the apostles
· Manadata: divinely instituted things

· Adiaphora: things that were neither commanded or forbidden by God

· Prohibitiva: forbidden things

· Protestant: order of prayer and preaching

· High church Dix: fourfold shape from Luke 22:19-20
· Taking of bread and wine: offering of gifts

· Breaking of bread: re-enactment of Christ’s sacrifice

· Giving of thanks over bread and wine: consecratory table grace

· Giving of bread and wine: distribution
· Charismatic Protestant 

· Three step ascent into heaven with praise singing 

· Thanksgiving: outer court

· Praise: inner court/altar

· Adoration: Holy of Holies 
· Purpose: presentation of offerings and self 
c. The Shape of the Service in the Early Church: word and meal in Luke 24:13-35
· Unrecognised presence of risen Lord

· Disclosure in two stages

· Self-proclamation from OT

· Breaking of bread (Acts 2:42; 20:7)

· Luke’s use of this story for teaching on worship

· Assembly on Sundays

· Christ’s disclosure: word and meal

· Presence of Christ as preacher and host

· Culmination of fellowship meals in Luke: teaching and eating 

· Every Sunday as Easter celebration

· Sequence of word and sacrament: Acts 20:7-12

· Use of words and stories of Jesus to show what he now says and does in the church: Acts 1:1-2

d.   Four main parts in Acts 2:42: They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, the breaking of the bread and prayers.
· Teaching of the apostles: Old Testament and Christ

· The fellowship = common offering for the church and the poor: Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 8:4; 9:13; Heb 13:16

· The breaking of the bread = the Lord’s Supper: Acts 2:46; 20:7

· Communal prayers for the church and the world: 1 Tim 2:1-6
e. Reasons for the sequence of word and meal

· Proclamation in readings and sermon of Christ’s gifts in Holy Communion

· Strengthening of faith for reception of the sacrament

· Delivery of good conscience for beneficial reception of the 


sacrament

· Precedent in Christ’s ministry

· Institution of sacrament after teaching of disciples
· Pattern from the story of the road to Emmaus
f. 
The origin of this pattern of worship
· Inheritance from Israel: Rom 9:4

· Service of the word from the synagogue:  Luke 4:16-21
· Assembly in public place on a set day
· Leadership by elders

· Confession of faith in one God
· Readings from the Law and the Prophets

· Teaching from the law
· Prayers of intercession.

· Service with communion from temple worship
· Presentation of offerings for celebrants
· Psalms of thanksgiving and praise.

· Sacrificial banquet
· Benediction
· Modification by commands and promises of Jesus
· Classical catholic order: Justin 155 AD

· Assembly on Sunday
· Readings from OT and gospels

· Preaching

· Intercession for church and world

· Offering for church and needy

· Consecration with Christ’s words and prayer of thanksgiving

· Distribution of Christ’s body and blood
7.
UPHOLDING THE WORLD

a.
Introduction

· Survey in Salisbury
· Luther on resemblance of Christians to Atlas:The entire world would go to ruin in one moment if some holy men were not standing in the way of God's wrath and were placating God with their prayers. The ancient poets had the excellent idea ... that Atlas carried the heavens on his shoulders; for there are always people on earth who bear the wrath of the Lord and on whose account God spares the world (LW 2, 377-378).

· Attendance on behalf of others
b.
The Priesthood of God's People

See Rev 5:10; cf. 1 Pet 2:4-6, 9-10; Rev 1:5-6.

· Priests as mediators between God and his people in the Old Testament
· Our holy priestly vocation 

· Bringing others and their needs to God the Father

· Bringing him and his blessings to others
c.
Using our Faith in Jesus for Others

See Mark 2:1-10.

· Praying for those who do not have faith
· Using our faith and our access to grace on their behalf

· Note how often the gospels mention those who brought others to Jesus (eg Mark 1:32, 6:55; 7:32; 8:22; 9:17,20; 10:13).

d.
Corporate Intercession in Public Worship

See 1 Tim 2:1-6a.

· Corporate intercession as first task of the church

· Intercession for government and all people 
· Representation of them with Jesus before God the Father
· Our petitions: praying as if their needs are our needs
· Our prayers: using our access to God's grace through Jesus as if they were us
· Our intercessions: pleading for God's pardon for them just as he has pardoned us
· Our thanksgivings: thanking as if their blessings were given to us by God
· Intercession: unique contribution of the church to the peace of the world and the salvation of humanity (cf. Rev 8:1-5)
e.
Conclusion

· Story of Prince Vladimir of Kiev in 989 AD:

We did not know whether we were in heaven or on earth, for surely there is no such splendour or beauty anywhere upon earth. We cannot describe it to you: only this we know, that God dwells there among men and their service surpasses the worship of all other places.
· Theophany in the divine service: Luther LW 24:67:
Pastors are nothing but channels through which Christ leads and transmits his gospel from the Father to us. Therefore, wherever you hear the gospel properly taught or see a person baptized, wherever you see someone administer or receive the sacrament, or wherever you witness someone absolving another, there you may say without hesitation: “Today I beheld God’s word and work.  Yes, I saw and heard God himself preaching and baptizing.” To be sure, the tongue, the voice, the hands, are those of a human being; but the word and the ministry are really those of God himself. Hence it must be viewed and believed as though God’s own voice were resounding from heaven and as though we were seeing him administering baptism or the sacrament with his own hands… he is certainly present in these, himself working miracles, preaching, administering the sacraments, consoling, strengthening, and helping. We see him as we see the sun through a cloud.

· Theophanic living: monstrances and christophers 
