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Bible Studies 

A. Our Present Situation

1.  Social changes
1. Traditional view: sexual intercourse between people of the same sex as immoral act and sin against God
1. Prohibition of sodomy by the law as a crime
1. Decriminalistion of homosexual acts between consenting adults
1. Approval of homosexual acts and partnerships by most people in Australia and other western countries
1. Current legislation for same sex marriage before federal parliament: connection with anti-discrimination legislation and human rights
1. Shift from focus on homosexual acts to homosexual persons: sexual deeds ► sexual identity
1. New distinction between sexuality as biologically given and gender or  gender identity as socially constructed
1. Sexuality: male, female, hermaphrodite
1. Gender: heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual, poly-sexual, transsexual, asexual identity etc
· Australian Greens beliefs and policy
· “The Australian Greens believe that: 
	1. Freedom of sexuality and gender identity are fundamental 	human rights; 
	2. acceptance and celebration of diversity are essential for 	genuine social justice and equality;
	3. people have the right to assume their self-identified sex...”
· “The Australian Greens will...
	15. will legislate to allow marriage regardless of sexuality and 	gender identity.”

1. Challenge to the church
· Confusion among members: old fashioned and wrong to regard sodomy as a sin and to reject homosexual marriage
· Pressure on all churches to gain their approval for same sex marriage

B. The Teaching of the Bible on Sodomy

1. The derivation of this term from Jude 7: In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.
· The Greek for perversion = alien flesh, unauthorised flesh, forbidden flesh
· Reference to the story the angels visiting Lot in Genesis 19:1-29

1. The teaching on sodomy in the Old Testament

1. The prohibition of sodomy in Leviticus 18:22 as a pagan practice:
		You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an 
		abomination.
· Context of life in an extended family
·  Lying with a male as with a woman = anal intercourse
· Second last in a list of sexual sins
· Incest, intercourse during menstruation, adultery, child sacrifice
· Bestiality
· Abomination: abhorrent to God as a violation of his life-giving, life-sustaining order for human life in society and the family
· Reasons for prohibition
· Pagan practice: You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you resided, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you (Lev 18:3).
· God’s protection of life in every human family by his laws: You shall keep my statutes and my ordinances; by doing them a human being/ mankind will live/have life by them (Lev 18:5).
0. Self-pollution: Do not defile yourselves in these 		ways, for by these practices the nations I am 			casting out before you have defiled themselves 		(Lev 18:24).

1. The penalty for sodomy for Israel as God’s holy people in Lev 20:13: 
		If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have 			committed an abomination; they shall be put to death; their blood 
		is on them.
1. Israel as theocracy: no separation of church and state
1. Similar status as murder
1. Penalty of death: self-destruction
1. Reason for harsh penalty: desecration of God’s holiness: 
Consecrate yourselves and be holy; for I am the Lord your God. Keep my statutes and observe them; I am the Lord who makes you holy (Lev 20:8-9).

1.  The teaching on sodomy in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11: Do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s kingdom? Stop deceiving yourselves: neither fornicators nor idolaters nor adulterers nor catamites nor sodomites nor thieves nor greedy people, not drunkards nor abusive people nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
1. Teaching on life in the congregation rather than social morality
1. List of ten sins that all exclude people from receiving their inheritance from God the Father: no special emphasis as if worse than other sins
1. Catamite: “soft” receptive partner that plays the “female role” in an act of sodomy ► male prostitute
1. Sodomite: dominant partner who “has intercourse with a male”
1. Focus on the sexual act rather than the sexual orientation of a person 
1. Rescue from all these by Christ in baptism
1. Clean before God in Christ
1. Holy before God in Christ
1. Pardoned and justified before God in Christ
· Does this contradict the law of God in Leviticus?
· See the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:17: I have not come to abolish the law and the prophets but to fulfil them.
· See Paul’s words in Galatians 3:13: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.
 
1. Sodomy as contrary to the gospel in 1 Tim 1:8-11: Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding that the law is not laid down for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and insubordinate, the ungodly and sinners, the unholy and irreligious, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, adulterers, sodomites, slave traders, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to the healthy teaching that is in keeping with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.
· Paul’s previous statement about the purpose of his charge to Timothy 	in 1:5 as love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience 	and a sincere faith.
· List of fourteen sins that are prohibited by the Ten Commandments
· Sodomites = men who engage in anal intercourse with each other
· Healthy teaching = instruction that heals by giving a good conscience 	(1:5)
· Unexpected emphasis: acts that are contrary to the gospel rather than 	the law, the gospel that reveals the glorious presence of God with us 	as his 	temple in the church
· Anal intercourse as an act that produces a sick conscience


C. The Teaching on Homosexuality as Idolatry in Romans 1:18-27
		The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of those who by their wickedness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made.
		So they are without excuse; for though they knew God, they did not honour him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools; and they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being or birds or animals or reptiles. 
	Therefore God gave them over in the desires of their hearts to impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.
	Therefore God gave them over to shameful passions. Even their women exchanged natural intercourse for unnatural. In the same way also the men abandoned natural intercourse with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.
1. Vision of what a fallen world where God is rejected
1. Knowledge and experience of God as creator, lawgiver and judge by 	all people
1. Suppression of truth by guilt and unbelief 
· Refusal to honour God and give thanks to him
· Darkened heart
· Foolish thinking: fantasy and futility
· Distorted conscience
· Folly of idolatry: serving the creature rather than the creator
· Gross: statues of gods
· Subtle: body beautiful
0. Three exchanges by people
· Glory of God for glory of an idol: don’t reflect God but ourselves and animals
· Truth of God as the life-giving Creator for a self-degrading lie: ourselves as creators and our service of creatures
· Heterosexual to homosexual intercourse
0. God’s judgement on human idolatry
· Handing people over to what they desire: their idols
· Desire for what is unclean ► degrading of bodies which were made in God’s image 
· Desire for own sex ► homosexual intercourse 
· Stewing in our own juice from the consequences of our idolatry
1. Strong terms for the effect of sexual immorality and homosexual 	intercourse
· Impurity: self-pollution
· Degrading of the body: irony of bodily fixation
· Idolatry: service of creature rather than creator
· Living a lie: self-delusion
· Shameful passion: destructive fire
· Unnatural intercourse: abuse of created order
· Indecent activity
· Error: wrong journey
· Two questions
·  Why is same sex intercourse an act of idolatry?
·  How does God deal with sexual idolatry, and why?


D. Marriage as the Union between a Man and a Woman

0. The basic assumptions in the legal approval of same sex marriage
· Freedom of humans to chose their own gender identity
· Choice of gender identity as a fundamental human right
· The identical nature of a same sex partnership with a union between a man and a woman in marriage
· Marriage as human institution rather than divine creation
· Sexual attraction as the essence of marriage 
· Right of same sex people to marriage and children
· Restriction of marriage to people of the opposite sex as legal discrimination and a violation of human rights

0. God’s creation of marriage as part of his created order in Gen 1:27-28:
	God created man (humanity) in his own image,
	in the image of God he created him;
	male and female he created them.
	God blessed them and said to them,
	“Be fruitful and increase in number;
	fill the earth and subdue it.”
1. Pun on Adam as man and humanity
1. Creation of humans as male and female: norm
1. Order of marriage as a part of the created order and its crown
1. Male and female as terms for both sex and gender
3. Biology as basis for sexual identity
3. Humans as complementary sexual beings
1. Male and female as co-bearers of God’s image
1. God’s blessing of the union of male and female
1. Connection between sexuality and procreation: working with God in reproduction
1. Homosexual desire and activity as the unnatural result of the fall
1. Homosexuality as distortion of God’s image: wrong reflection of God
1. Same sex marriage as a warped copy of marriage 

0. God’s purpose for the marriage of a man and a woman in Gen 2:18:
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man (Adam) should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”
· God as the marriage celebrant
· Fit for him = his opposite, his counterpart, his complement
· Three purposes of marriage	
· Companionship
· Partnership
· Complementary union of opposites ► one flesh in 2:24
· Homosexual partnerships as union of similars rather than the union of opposites  that God has separated for union in marriage

0. Affirmation of this teaching by Jesus in Matt 19:4-6: Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together let no one separate.
· God’s creation of men and women as male and female for one flesh union in marriage
· May the Church approve of same sex marriages without contradicting this teaching by Jesus?
· May a pastor bless the union of a same sex couple if God has forbidden it?
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