Studies on Christian Vocation

A. Our Heavenly Calling as a Congregation
1. What is the heavenly calling that we all share: Heb 3:1

2. God the Father calls us into the fellowship of his Son: 1 Cor 1:9.

a. As God’s Son Jesus lives in fellowship with his Father.

b. God the Father has called us to share in that fellowship.

· We are united with Jesus.

· We share in the sonship, life and holiness of Jesus.

· Everything that belongs to Jesus belongs to us.

3. Why are we called to be God’s holy temple here in this place: Eph 2:17–22.

a. The temple was the ‘house’ of God where he lived and interacted with his people.

· Place where heaven overlapped with earth
· Place where people had access to God’s presence in heaven
b. This congregation is the temple of the living God under construction in this place.

· We: blocks

· Apostles and prophets: foundation

· Cornerstone: risen Lord Jesus

· Builder: Holy Spirit

· Resident: God the Father

c. By joining us to Jesus in faith and to each other in love, the Holy Spirit is building us up as that temple.

· Here we have access to God the Father.

· Here we are united with the holy angels and all holy members of God’s family.

· Here the Triune God lives with us so that the people around us can receive help from him and get to know him.

4.
As a congregation we are called to pray for the world: 1 Tim 2:1–6.

a. Since God wants all people to be saved, we are to use our access to God’s grace on their behalf.

b. We are to stand in for them before God by identifying with

· them in our prayers

· their needs with our petitions

· their sins by interceding for them

· their blessings by our prayers of thanksgiving
B. Our Calling in our Congregation
See Romans 12:3–17

1. How does a healthy human body work best?

· Many different parts with their unique characteristics
· Different function of each part: contribution to the whole body

· Unity of parts

· Interdependence

· Cooperation

· Growth of each part together with the whole body

· The threat of cancer: rank growth of some part at the expense of the whole body

2. In what ways is our congregation meant to work as Christ’s body in this place?

· The headship of Christ: see Ephesians 4:15-16
· Its members as parts of Christ’s body: 3–5

· Different parts of the same body

· Connection with each other

· Common work with Christ: each a different task in a shared enterprise
· Different functions of each person according to their faith rather than natural abilities
· Seven basic areas of work in a healthy congregation: 6–8

· Eye work: prophecy = discernment of God’s will and vision of his working by faith and in prayer

· Leg work: service = moving on and doing what needs to be done

· Mouth work: preaching and teaching God’s word = instruction in the Christian faith

· Ear work: exhortation and encouragement = listening to others to affirm the good things that they are doing
· Hand work: generosity = giving of self with time, help and possessions to others

· Head work: leadership = organization and management of the congregation like steering a ship
· Heart work: mercy = sensitive, compassionate helping of people in need
3. What are the common responsibilities of all its members?
· General responsibilities: 9
· Self-giving love

· Devotion to what is good

· Particular responsibilities: 10–13
· Mutual affection for each other

· Praise of each other

· Enthusiastic service as set on fire by the Holy Spirit

· Persistent prayer which expects good things from God without running away from difficulties

· Contribution to needs of the congregation

· Hospitality to fellow members

· Which of these is most needed in this congregation?
C. Our Calling in the World

See 1 Corinthians 7:17–24

1. Each of us is a secret agent of Christ in the world.

a. We live double lives as citizens of heaven here on earth.

b. We serve as ‘holy priests’ who bring God to other people and other people to God.

2. God has given us a number of different ‘stations’ or ‘positions’ in the institutional orders that God has established to do his work here on earth (7:17, 20, 24).

3. Work out how people in following stations are called to work with God on earth

· The family
· Mother or father

· Grandmother or grandfather

· Child or grandchild

· Brother or sister
· Uncle or aunt
· Marriage


· Wife 

· Husband

· State

· Student or worker or retiree

· Citizen

· Public service

·   Position of leadership in federal, state or local government
·   Public servant or position in community
·   Voluntary member of social organisation or club.

4. God calls each of us to serve him by serving others by our work in these stations or positions in life (7:17).

a. There we work with God in the world by doing what God calls us to do (7:24).

b. There we exercise our faith in God as the Creator and Ruler of the whole world and our love for our neighbors (which includes our ‘enemies’).

c. There we serve our neighbor by keeping the commandments in the second table of the Ten Commandments (7:19).

d. There we all serve as holy priests in our daily routine
· by bringing God together with his grace and blessing, love and forgiveness to other people (see Matt 5:14–16)
· by praying for the people whom God has placed in our lives.

e. There we follow Christ by suffering wrongdoing and bearing witness to him (see 1 Pet 2:21–24; 3:13–16).

5. Conclusion with Luther’s confession from 1528:
The holy orders and true religious stations established by God are these three: the office of priest (pastor), the estate of marriage, the civil government. . . these three religious stations or orders are found in God’s Word and commandment; and whatever is contained in God’s Word and commandment; and whatever is contained in God’s Word must be holy, for God’s Word is holy and sanctifies everything connected with it and involved in it. Above these three stations is the common order of Christian love, in which one serves not only the three orders, but also serves every needy person with all kinds of benevolent deeds, such as feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, forgiving enemies, praying for all people on earth, suffering all kinds of evil on earth.
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