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1. What is a theophany

· Pagan theophanies

· Visible appearance of a god to devotee

· Vision of god’s face

· Idol as means of theophany: access to god

· Location of shine at site of theophany

· Theophany of the Lord in Exodus and Leviticus

· Glory as God’s radiance and manifest presence

· Glory cloud that conceals and reveals his gracious presence

· Appearances 

· Pillar at departure from Egypt (Exod 13:20-23)

· Crossing of the sea (Exod 14:19-20,24)

· Meat and manna in the desert (Exod 16:6-12)

· Location on Mt Sinai (Exod 19:9,16-19; 24:15-18)

· Dwelling in the tent (Exod 40:34-38)

· Fire on altar at inaugural divine service (Lev 9)

· God’s disclosure by his speaking voice rather than by showing his visible face at Mt Sinai
· Verbal rather than visual theophany: Deut 4:12: 
Then the Lord spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice.

· Face to face speaking of the Decalogue out of fire (Deut 5:4, 22)

· Theophany in grace by the proclamation of his holy name to Moses in Exod 33:18-34:8 

· Access to hidden glory: name and word rather than idol

· Theophany at dedication of the temple in Jerusalem

· Filling with a cloud (1 Kgs 8:10-13)

· Association with song of praise (2 Chron 5:11-14) and performance of the divine service (2 Chron 7:1-3)

· Theophany in the psalms (eg. 68; 97; 98)

· Wrath: judgment of the wicked 

· Grace: vindication and deliverance of the righteous

· Prophecies of theophany in Isaiah

· Jerusalem: temple for God’s glory in new age (4:5-6; 60:1-3)

· Announcement by angels: earth filled with God’s glory (6:3)

· Promise: vision of the Lord’s glory in Zion (35:1-2)

· Promise: revelation of God’s glory to all people on earth in Zion (40:5; 60:3; 66:17-21)
2. Jesus and Theophany

· The radiance of Moses in Exod 34:29-35

· Hebrew qeren = horn, ray

· Face with halo and rays: sign of divinity and holiness

· Radiant face of Moses from speaking with God on Mt Sinai

· Unveiled face when speaking with God and speaking God’s word to the people

· Disclosure of God’s hidden glory through the words of Moses rather than an idol

· Jesus as the eikon of the Father: 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:15
· Jesus as the radiance of God’s glory: Heb 1:3
· Incarnation as theophany in John 1:14, 16, 18: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth...and from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace...No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known/exegeted him.
· Disclosure of the Father by Jesus: uncreated light of God

· Theophany in grace rather than wrath

· Our vision of him and his glory

· Disclosure of the Father by the words and deeds of Jesus in John 14:8-10: Philip said to him, “Show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have you been with me so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father?” Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you, I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
· Echo by Philip of Moses in Exod 33:18

· Seeing the Father in Jesus (cf. 12:45)
· Disclosure of the Father through his words by which he does the works of the Father
· Theophanic preaching of Jesus
3. Theophanic Preaching

· Paul on the theophanic preaching of the gospel in 2 Cor 3:7- 4:6
· Ministry of Moses

· Ministry of the letter by the law

· Ministry of condemnation and death

· Ministry with fading glory

· Veiled ministry: veil over minds of unbelievers

· Apostolic ministry

· Ministry of the Spirit by the gospel

· Ministry of justification 

· Ministry with surpassing glory which transforms us into Christ’s likeness from glory to glory
· Veiled Old Testament and veiled gospel for veiled unbelievers: no vision of the Lord’s glory
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· Unveiling and unveiled ministry: removal of veil from the hearts of those who turn to the Lord Jesus
· The unveiling enlightening Spirit 
· Preaching that enlightens the eyes of the heart to Christ’s hidden glory and our hidden glory (Eph 1:18)
· Disclosure of Christ’s hidden glory through the preaching and hearing of the gospel (cf. 2 Tim 1:10)

· Double sense of augazein in 4:4

· Dawning of the enlightenment of the gospel

· Seeing the enlightenment of the gospel 

· Reflection of our Lord by our contemplation of him: double sense of katoptrizomai
· Personal theophany through God’s creative word

· Theophanic preaching by addressing the gospel to the conscience in God’s presence

· Enlightenment by attention to the theophanic word in 2 Pet 1:19: And we have the prophetic word made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it/him, as a light shining in a dark place, unto day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.
· Confirmation of the prophetic word of Isa 42:1-4 by the voice of the Father at the transfiguration of Jesus
· God’s word = Jesus as the light of God that shines in a dark place

· Jesus as the lightbearer/morning star who ushers in the beginning of heaven here on earth
· Greek: phôspheros
· Name for Venus ► the morning star (Rev 2:28; 22:16)

· Star of David in Num 24:17

· Preaching for theophanic living: Matt 5:14-16: You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to the whole house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

· Jesus ► the church as the light of the world together with Jesus

· The church as the new temple city of God
· Good works as God’s works in and through us

· Our bodies as theophanic shrines: Christophers

·  The shining of Christ’s light through our good works to others
· Purpose: their vision and glorification of the Father

· Appeal to the enlightened imagination by Luther in AE 24:67:

Pastors are nothing but channels through which Christ leads and transmits his gospel from the Father to us. Therefore, wherever you hear the gospel properly taught or see a person baptized, wherever you see someone administer or receive the sacrament, or wherever you witness someone absolving another, there you may say without hesitation: “Today I beheld God’s word and work.  Yes, I saw and heard God himself preaching and baptizing.” To be sure, the tongue, the voice, the hands, are those of a human being; but the word and the ministry are really those of God himself. Hence it must be viewed and believed as though God’s own voice were resounding from heaven and as though we were seeing him administering baptism or the sacrament with his own hands… he is certainly present in these, himself working miracles, preaching, administering the sacraments, consoling, strengthening, and helping. We see him as we see the sun through a cloud.
