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· Useless advertisement

· Advertisement for free beer in a vacant lot or tomorrow at a bar

· No use apart from the location in time and space

· The problem with some preaching

· Preaching under heaven now closed

· Preaching Christ’s absence: past or future
· Promotion of heavenly tripping through praise
· Contention of David Yeago in “The Catholic Luther” (First Things 61 1996): 37-41
· What was Luther’s basic question?

· Existentialists: how can I find a gracious God?

· Yeago: where do we find the real God?
· Better: where can I receive true grace from the true God?
· See Rom 5:1-2: Therefore, since we have been justified by grace, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we also have the access by the faith to the grace in which we now stand.
· Result of justification = access to God’s grace through Jesus

· New location: state of grace

· Luther on the location from the delivery of Christ’s gifts in AE 40, 214f:


We treat of the forgiveness of sins in two ways. First, how it is 

      achieved and won. Second, how it is distributed or given to us. 

      Christ has achieved it on the cross, it is true. But he has not 

      distributed or given it on the cross. He has not won it in the supper 

      or the sacrament. There he has distributed it through the Word, as 

      also in the gospel, where it is preached. He has won it once and for 
      all on the cross. But the distribution takes place continuously, before 
      and after, from the beginning to the end of the world. 

· The context of preaching

· Liturgical preaching 

· Preaching salvation where it is given

· Preaching the mystery of Christ: Col 1:25-28:

I became a minister according to the stewardship from God 
that was given me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now 
revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in/among you, the hope of glory.

· Preachers as mystagogues
· Mystery as the presence of the risen Lord among the saints

· Disclosure of presence and gifts through God’s word (1 Cor 2:6-10)
· Pastors as stewards of God’s mysteries (1 Cor 4:1)

· Jesus as the invisible preacher
· Pastors as his mouthpiece: He who listens to you listens to me (Luke 10:16).
· Preaching in Christ’s presence

· Paul’s explanation of liturgical preaching in 2 Cor 2:17: For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word but in Christ we speak with sincerity/purity from God as in the presence of God.
· Standing in the Father’s presence

· Speaking the Father’s word

· Speaking in Jesus: his mouth and hands

· Speaking the Holy Spirit through the word

· Working with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
· The activity of Jesus in the divine service

· Ongoing work of Jesus in the church: Acts 1:1-2: In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.
· Doing with the sacraments

· Teaching with preaching
· Disclosure of risen Lord in word and meal in Luke 24:13-35

· Time: evening of Easter Sunday 

· Disclosure in two stages

· Breaking of bread: Luke’s term for the sacrament (Acts 2:42,46; 20:7)
· Jesus the preacher and the sermon

· Jesus as the host of the meal

· Preaching what is given in Holy Communion
· Sasse on the problem of preaching apart from Holy Communion

· Preaching in the liturgy as the proclamation of the Lord’s death as good news (1 Cor 11:26)

· See Luther in the Large Catechism 70: For here in the sacrament you receive from Christ’s lips the forgiveness of sins, which contains and conveys God’s grace and Spirit with all his gifts.
· Doing heavenly work by preaching in God’s presence
· Binding and loosing in Matt 18:18-20: Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them.
· Gathering of congregation by God the Father

· Presence of Jesus who bridges heaven and earth

· Working with Jesus in using the keys to bind and to loose
· Baptising and withholding baptism
· Forgiving and retaining sins 

· Admitting or excluding from Holy Communion

· Preaching law and gospel in Christ’s presence
· Christ’s use of the divine service to deliver himself and his gifts to us 
· Note the teaching in the Formula of Concord VIII, 78-79: 
Christ is present especially in his church and community on 


earth as mediator, head, king, and high priest. He is not 


halfway present, nor is just half of him present. The entire 
person of Christ is present, to which belong both natures, the

divine and the human. He is present not only according to his 
deity, but also according to and with the assumed human 


nature, according to which he is our brother and we are flesh 
of his flesh and bone of his bone (Eph 5:30). He instituted his 
Holy Supper as a certain assurance and confirmation of this, 
that also in the nature according to which he has flesh and 
blood he wants to be with us, to dwell in us, to work in us, and 
exert his power for us.
· Liturgical preaching

· Preaching what happens and is given in the divine service

· Liturgical application
· Consideration of what has happened before  the sermon

· Confession and absolution

· Performance of doxology with the angels

· Hearing of God’s word
· Confession of faith

· Consideration of what follows after the sermon

· Offering of self and gifts as thank offerings 
· Intercession for the church, the world, and people in need
· Thanksgiving and adoration of triune God 
· Reception of Christ’s body and blood

· Commission with blessing for priestly service in station and vocation 

· Preaching what is given in Holy Communion during the church year

· Advent: welcoming the coming of Jesus in the sacrament

· Christmas: receiving the gift of Christ’s body for our bodily redemption

· Epiphany: seeing the theophany of the Father in Holy Communion together with Simeon

· Lent: receiving pardon and cleansing through the blood of Jesus

· Easter: meeting with the risen Lord to receive his life-giving body and blood 

· Ascension: gaining access to the Father through Jesus our exalted high priest

· Pentecost: receiving the Holy Spirit through the body and blood of Jesus

· Conclusion

· Luther’s critique of Karlstadt’s preaching in AE 40, 147: 
Do you not see here the devil, the enemy of God’s order? With 
all his mouthing of the words, “Spirit, Spirit, Spirit,” he tears 
down the bridge, the path, the way, the ladder, and all the 
means by which the Spirit might come to you. Instead of the 
outward order of God in the material sign of baptism and oral 
proclamation of the Word of God he wants to teach you, not 
how the Spirit comes to you but how you come to the Spirit. 
They would have you learn how to journey on the clouds and 
ride on the wind. 
· Luther on ministry under an open heaven (AE 22, 201-201):


Before the advent of Christ heaven was closed, but in and through Christ heaven stands ajar again. Now Christians see heaven opened. The Heavenly Father still addresses these words to us: “This is my beloved Son!” When you are baptised, partake of Holy Communion, receive the absolution, or listen to a sermon, heaven is open, and we hear the voice of the Heavenly Father; all these works descend on us from the open heaven above us. Still we hear God speaking to us from heaven; we call and cry to Him, and He answers us.
· Location of the pulpit: the nave and the sanctuary

· Preaching from place in the world to the font

· Preaching from the font to the altar

· Preaching from the altar to place on the world

· Preaching for the delivery of salvation from heaven to earth in the divine service
