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A. Bible Study on Luke 10:23-24 
1. The eyes that see 
Luke 10:23-24: Then Jesus turned to his disciples and said privately,    “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”
· What kind of seeing do we have as Christ’s disciples? See Paul’s reference to ‘the eyes of your hearts’ in Ephesians 2:18
· What kind of seeing comes from hearing God’s word with faith?

2.  Hearing with your imagination
· Close connection between hearing and seeing: “I get it!”
· Imagination as the capacity to form a mental picture 
· Imagery: the use of words as pictures to evoke something that is perceived by one or more of the five senses: eg. a thunder clap
· Common use of imagery to show us what is said, so that we see what is said.
· The use of imagery in the Bible to show us what is otherwise unseen,  the things of God
· Work of the Holy Spirit
· Seeing what God says to us in the service: visioning
· Vision of God in relation to his world and us: re-visioning
· Purpose of the incarnation: seeing God the Father in his Son and ourselves as ‘sons’ in him
· Luther on the incarnation of God’s Son as his presentation to us in our five senses (EA 3, 109): God in His divine wisdom arranges to manifest Himself to human beings by some definite and visible form which can be seen with the eyes and touched with the hands, in short, within the scope of the five senses. 
· Ancient teaching of three kinds of God-given senses or sensibilities
· Physical perception: hearing, sight, smell, taste, touch
· Mental perception: understanding, insight, discrimination, enjoyment/appreciation, feeling
· Spiritual perception: see Heb 5:14: the mature…who have their powers of discernment (their senses) trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.
· Problem: we have eyes but we do not see (Isaiah 6:9-10; Matt 13:13-17; Luke 8:10)
· Three kinds of goodness
· Good in God
· Good in people
· Good in the world
· Five spiritual senses with their experience and knowledge
· Spiritual hearing: a hearing heart (1 Ki 3:9), the hearing of faith (Gal 3:2)
· Spiritual sight: the eyes of the heart (Eph 1:18)
· Spiritual “smell”: life-giving fragrance of God’s grace though the proclamation of the gospel (2 Cor 2:14-16)
· Spiritual taste: tasting the heavenly gift, the goodness of God’s word, and the powers of the age to come (Heb 6:4-5; cf. Ps 34:8; 1 Pet 2:2)
· Spiritual touch: a heart of flesh (Ezek 11:19; 36:26)
· By attending to God’s word we hear what He says to us, see what He offers to us, sense the fragrance of His grace, taste its goodness, and feel his word as we are touched by it.

B. Bible Study on 1 Corinthians 2:7-16
1. The restoration of our spiritual imagination through the Holy Spirit
· Problem: how do we who are spiritually blind see what God says and gives to us in his word?
· Our need for spiritual enlightenment
· See 1 Corinthians 2:7-16: 7We speak God’s wisdom in mystery, his hidden wisdom, which God foreordained before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age recognized... 9But as it is written: 
What no eye has seen and no ear has heard,
and what has not dawned upon a human heart,
what God has prepared for those who love him,
10God has disclosed to us through His Spirit.
For the Spirit searches out everything, even the deep things of God. 11For who knows what is in a person except that person’s spirit which is in him? Likewise also, no one recognizes the things of God but the Spirit of God. 12Now we ourselves did not receive the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we might know the things that have been graciously given to us by God…14But the unspiritual person does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; indeed, he cannot know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15But the spiritual person discerns everything, while he himself is discerned by no one. 16For “who has known the mind of the Lord, so as to advise him?” We, however, have the mind of Christ.
· How could you communicate with the ants?
· Becoming an ant, learning ant language, and speaking in ant language
· Giving them a human mind so that they can think, imagine and feel as we do
· Basic analogy: the hidden working of human mind with its consciousness of itself
· No one knows what I am thinking, imagining and feeling 
· Disclosed to others through speech
· Understood by a person with a similar spirit or mentality
· Hidden from a person with a dissimilar mind, such as speaking about emotions to an autistic person
· Paul’s preaching of Christ crucified and glorified for the delivery of God’s gifts to his hearers 
· We receive the Holy Spirit as we listen to the words that are inspired by God’s Spirit and bring his transforming  Spirit to us
· We are enlightened by the Holy Spirit who discloses what God is giving through His word 
· Work of the Holy Spirit
· The conformity of human minds to the mind of Christ for the reception of God’s gifts
· Result: thinking, feeling, and imagining as he does
2. The exercise of the imagination in meditation and in the divine service
· Basic question in listening to God’s word: who or what is compared with whom or what, and how?
· Luther on how to meditate on a story in the gospels
· Picturing the story in my imagination with five senses
· Noting the interaction of Jesus with the people in the story: sight, words, touch
· Identifying myself with one or more of them
· Trusting that Jesus says and does the same things to me as them
		3. My basic aim in hearing and reading God’s word in my meditation on it
· Invitation of Jesus to Andrew and John in John 1:39: Come and you will see which is repeated by Philip to sceptical Nathanael in 1:46
· To see what God says, does, and gives to me
· My prayer in Ps 119:18: Open my eyes, I may behold wondrous things from your instruction. 
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