Ministry to Cohabiting Couples
Doxology Grand Reunion

[bookmark: _GoBack]Savior Pastoral Center 
Kansas City, July 31- August 1, 2015

1. Introduction: the Mystery of Heterosexual Cohabitation

a. The mystery of human sexuality
· Proverbs 30:18-19:
Three things are too wonderful for me; 
four things I do not understand:
the way of an eagle in the sky,
the way of a serpent on a rock,
the way of a ship in the heart of the seas,
and the way of a young man with a young woman.
· Mystery of sexual relationship between a man and a woman
· Journey with no visible road, legs and goal
· Movement on journey: soaring, slithering, sailing
· Place of travel: sky, rock, sea
· Being taken on a journey to an unseen port rather than just taking a journey
· Involvement of the couple in something bigger than themselves
· Interview with Putnam on “American Grace”
· Religious changes in last decade in the USA
· Lost appeal of conservative churches since 1995
· Pro-life ► anti-sex: political crusades against homosexuality and same sex marriage
· Solution: positive vision of marriage
· Increasing misconception of Christianity as hostile to sex and sexual fulfilment
· Rapid change: incidence of sexual cohabitation apart from marriage even for Christians
· New problem: pastoral ministry to cohabiting couples in changing society

b. Dealing with this new reality
· Opportunity in preparation for marriage
· My goal: positive vision of the mystery and beauty of marriage
· Three-part approach in this discussion
· Understanding the social reasons for sexual cohabitation apart from marriage
· Biblical vision of sex and marriage as a God’s invention
· Dealing with cohabiting couples pastorally and spiritually

2. Reasons for the Increasing Sexual Cohabitation apart from Marriage

a. Prolonged adolescence: delayed adulthood with its responsibilities
· Study: college and beyond
· Work: careers of women who need to establish themselves vocationally
· Travel and overseas experience

b. Contraception and legalized abortion: sexual intercourse without children
· Separation of sexual intercourse from reproduction
· Delay in having a first child

      c. Disillusion with marriage: negative experience
· Unhappy marriage of parents: playing it safe
· Divorced parents

d. Cost of marriage
· Dress and reception
· House and furnishings

f. Feminine independence
· Status and protection from hooking up with male partner
· Loneliness: female initiative in moving in together

g. Biblical and spiritual illiteracy 
· Sex as God’s gift for our enjoyment
· God’s institution of marriage for the reception and transmission of His blessings

3. The Biblical Understanding of Marriage as God’s Institution for Humanity

a. Marriage as an order created by God 
· Provision of a divine mandate without a set pattern for marriage
· Part of the divine ecology for human life under God’s law
· Different shapes in different societies
· Exclusive lifelong, comprehensive, conjugal relationship with a person of the opposite sex
· Complementary partnership with union of opposites in sexual intercourse: see a helper fit for him in Gen 2:18 = his opposite, counterpart, complement
· Headship and subordination under God
· No set roles apart from male headship and responsibility

b. Operative Order
· Close connection with sexual reproduction
· Process rather than a single event: dating ► courting ► engagement ► marriage ► setting up house ► having children
· God’s order in Gen 2:24: Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and he shall stick/cleave to his wife and they shall become one flesh.
· The basis for my teaching in Walter Trobisch, I Married You.

4. The Three Sides to Marriage

a. 	Leaving father and mother
· Countercultural demand: woman leaving her parents and joining the family of her husband
· Problem of male immaturity and parental interference
· Release from dependence for new responsibilities: headship
· Start of a new family unit with common life, work, property and goals
· Social basis for good marriage
· Note the custom of the father giving away his daughter and the approval of both parents in some rites

b. 	Cleaving to his wife
· Sense of דבק
· Stick, adhere
· Cling to, hold onto
· Join, give allegiance to
· Commit permanently like the Israelites to the Lord in His covenant with them (Deut 10:20; 11:22; 13:4; 30:20; Josh 22:5; 23:8)  
· Transcultural problem of male commitment phobia: entrapment by sex into a relationship, marriage and fatherhood
· Stress on male initiative: voluntary, public, verbal, legally binding commitment to his wife
· Personal basis for a good marriage that depends on trust: self-giving without reservation and fear of rejection
· Mistrust as the enemy of sex and marriage

c.   Becoming one flesh
· One flesh with own kinsfolk in a genetic family: strongest natural tie (2 Sam 5:1; 19:12-13)
· Permanent physical union by sexual intercourse rather than a passing exchange
· Unique character of  sexual intercourse between a man and a women: coordinated bodily interaction for the purpose of reproduction 
· Unusual term sexual intercourse that results in the birth and nurture of children with attributes of both parents
· Lifelong process of becoming: union of opposites without erasure of difference
· New state of being
· Advice: “Never think of yourself as separate from your wife.”

       d.   Problem with sexual cohabitation
· A stool with one leg or one-sided triangle
· Unhelpful point of entry and unreliable basis for permanent relationship
· Prey to the fluctuation of emotions: vagaries of sexual attraction and desire
· No objective legal basis: implicit understandings
· Guilt from disobedience to God: avoidance of worship and spiritual attack
· Missing out on the best and longest lasting blessings of marriage
· Need to add the other two dimensions

5. Pastoral Strategy in Marriage Preparation

                 a.   Avoidance of direct confrontation with the cohabiting couple
· My model: stance of Jesus with woman in John 8
· Commendation for their decision to get married
· Assumption of their integrity and personal commitment to each other
· Awareness of their fearful embarrassment and guilt
· Care not to join the devil in accusing and condemning them
· Frank honesty in speaking about sexual intercourse

 b.   Use of the readings in the marriage rite in preparation for marriage
· Teaching on God’s order from Gen 2:24 as gift rather than a demand
· Application by them to their situation: acceptance or not
· Wedding as the culmination of their journey
· Closing the gaps
· Securing the partnership
· Making explicit and public what is implicit and private
· Obtaining a safe place for the growth of their marriage: walls and roof for their bedroom
· Leading them from what is good to what is best for them
· Offering a Christian couple or spouse pardon from God and challenging them to return to church

6. Conclusion

a. Luther: the devil as “the enemy of God’s order” (LW 40, 147)

b. Cohabitation as a spiritual problem: abuse of God’s good gifts

c. Pastoral purpose: to get the devil out the bedroom of the couple and deliver a good conscience
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