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1. Pastoral Embarrassment

· Pauls’ pride in his ministry: boasting

· Lord Jesus (1 Cor 1:31; Phil 3:3)

· Hope of glory (Rom 5:2; cf. Heb 3:6)

· Congregations (1 Cor 15:32; 2 Cor 7:4)

· Authority as an apostle ( 2 Cor 10:8)

· Good conscience as a minister of God’s grace (2 Cor 1:12)

· Affliction (Rom 5:2)
· Weakness (2 Cor 11:30; 12:5)

· Cross of Christ (Gal 6:14)

· Common embarrassment at religious belief and practice

· Loss of respect for declining church in society

· Contempt of cultural elite for orthodox Christianity: cultured despisers of religion
· Attack by ridicule rather than reasoned argument

· Tolerance of all religious ideas except for Christian doctrine

· Aggravation from the scandal of sexual abuse

· Hatred by advocates of homosexuality

· Perception: old-fashioned and out of touch
· Possible reason for contempt: so threatened by Jesus that they abuses his ministers
· Demoralising effect on pastors

· Fear of disparagement and rejection

· Confusion at antagonism and frustration at rejection

· Sense of powerlessness and timidity

· Craving for spiritual power to defeat and shame our opponents

· Reaction: accommodation or fortification 

2. Resources for Unashamed Ministry: 2 Timothy 1:6-14
· 6For this reason (Timothy’s faith) I remind you to rekindle the gift of grace that is in you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and sound-mindedness. 8So do not be ashamed of our Lord’s testimony or of me, his prisoner, but suffer abuse together with (me) for the gospel according to the power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages of time began, 10and has now been manifested through the epiphany of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who abolished death itself and shone out life and incorruptibility through the gospel,11whose herald, apostle, and teacher I have been appointed. 12For this reason (the gospel) I too suffer these things, but I am not ashamed, for I know him whom I have trusted, and I am convinced that he has the power to guard my deposit until that day.13Hold onto the pattern of healthy words that you heard from me. By the faith and the love that are in Christ Jesus, 14guard the good deposit through the Holy Spirit who resides in you.

· Ordination as empowerment for an unashamed ministry
· Ordination as appointment to do the Lord’s work

· Empowerment for ministry by the laying on of hands

· Bestowal of the Spirit in blessing by Paul

· Probable words of Paul: God the Father give you the Spirit of power and love and sound-mindedness.
· Gift of the Spirit as a charisma: grace that is never possessed but always received as a gift from God 

· Ongoing reception for ongoing empowerment 
· The provision by the Spirit of three gifts for ministry
· Power for ministry

· Danger of using human power for ministry

· Use of God’s power for the ministry of the gospel
· Power that raised Jesus from the dead

· Power brought us to life with Christ in baptism

· Forgiving, life-giving power of the gospel

· Power that overcomes sin, death and the devil

· Power that enables us to do God’s work

· Love for ministry

· Danger of using God’s power lovelessly

· The love of Christ who gave himself up for us

· Love of the Father that is poured out on us by the Spirit

· Power to love with the love of Jesus

· Lavish, self-giving love

· Self-control in ministry

· Danger of reacting sinfully to those who abuse us

· Two senses of sōphronismos
· Sound-mindedness 
· Self-control 

· Same root as ‘save’ and ‘salvation’
· Medical term in Greek for mental and physical health

· Opposite of insanity with its disorder, impulsiveness, and lack of self-control

· Paul’s use of this term in his pastoral letters for the spiritual health that enables people to think and feel and act like Jesus

· Self-control for unabusive, loving ministry 

· Daily empowerment for ministry
· Vivid picture: rekindling of Spirit as grace-gift

· Combination of two pictures in anazōpurein
· Anapurein: rekindling of fire from the coals on the hearth each morning
· Anazōein: revival of a dead person
· Allusion to holy fire on the altar for burnt offering

· Fire from the Lord at the inauguration of the divine service in Lev 9:23-24

· Tending of perpetual fire by the priests in Lev 6:6-13

· Holy fire that sanctified the altar and the offerings, the priests and the people

· Manifestation of God’s life-giving, glorious presence with the pillar of smoke from the altar in the daily services

· God’s daily epiphany in fire

· Daily kindling of holy fire for holy work

· Meditation on God’s Spirit-giving word

· Prayer for Holy Spirit
· Daily enlightenment and resurrection

· Daily sanctification for holy ministry
· The purpose of spiritual empowerment
· Liberation from shame

· Gospel of crucified Christ

· Identification with Paul as a Roman prisoner

· Endurance of abuse by the exercise of godly power

· Graciously rather than vindictively: positive retaliation

· Proudly rather than as a shamed victim: badge of honor
· Conformity with God’s exercise of power
· Endurance of abuse in a godly way as a witness to God’s exercise of power for the salvation of the world

· He does not promote himself by disempowering others
· He disempowers death and honors Paul and Timothy by making them co-workers with Christ
· God’s way of exercising spiritual power through their ministry: gracious purpose for humanity 

· Their salvation from eternal death and corruption
· Call to administer his grace: holy calling

· Manifestation of his eternal grace by the epiphany of Christ  through them

· Epiphany: Greek term for the visible appearance of deity

· LXX: visible appearance of invisible God

· Paul: visible appearance of Christ on the Last Day

· Here: present appearance in the church through the proclamation of the gospel

· Preaching of the gospel by which Christ brings life and incorruptibility to light: dawn of eternity in time 

· The secret of unashamed ministry
· Counterproductive effect of abuse on Paul

· Increased reliance on Christ and his resources for ministry

· Parathêkê: deposit
· Jesus as wealthy landowner who entrusts his property to Paul as its manager
· Deposit as the teaching that Paul has received from Jesus and now ‘deposits’ with his students (2 Tim 2:2)

· Strange twist: Christ’s protection of his investment in Paul

· Investment that protects its manager

· Paul’s conviction of Christ’s reliability from his past experience of protective empowerment: no disappointment
· Dependence on Christ for daily rekindling of holy fire
· Holding on to right words 
· Healthy, healing words of Jesus (1 Tim 6:3)

· Healing teaching of law and gospel that produces a clear conscience (1 Tim 1:10; 2 Tim 4:3; Tit 1:9; 2:2)

· Healthy faith that issues in love and endurance (Tit 1:13; 2:2)
· Holding onto the right pattern of words 
· Right words used in the right order
· Confession of faith: creed

· Distinction between law and gospel
· Guarding the deposit in the right way
· Pastors as targets for spiritual attack

· Attack on the deposit by attack on faith and love

· Danger: protection by argument, debate and zeal for right doctrine
· Preservation of doctrine

· by the faith and love of Christ

· by reliance on the Holy Spirit for daily ministry 

· Kindling of the Spirit’s fire by daily meditation and prayer

· Bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit 
3. Conclusion 

· Some reason to be ashamed at my ministry

· Better reason for pride in my Lord and in the power of his gospel

· Privilege of serving with him
