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Bible Study on Luke 11:1-13

	1Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily bread, 4and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.’” 
	5And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves (of bread); 6for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him;’ 7and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything?’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence (persistence) he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 
	9So I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it (the door) will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, it (the door) will be opened. 
	11What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent, 12or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
· Situation of this teaching by Jesus
· Previous encounter with Mary and Martha in 10:28-32: hearing of God’s word
· Time of prayer for Jesus: emphasis in Luke on the praying of Jesus (3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 29; 11:1; 22:40-46; 23:34, 46)
· Reason for the request of this disciple
· Problem: difficulties with prayer despite the desire to pray
· Request for help from Jesus: expectation of practical advice on how, when, where, and why to pray
· Four unexpected answers
· First answer with command in 11:2-4: the gift of his own prayer with same status as God’s Son
· The address of God as our Father
· Note his mention of “us” and “our”
· His identification of us with him as God’s Son and his inclusion of us in his royal mission: hallowing of Father’s name and extension of Father’s kingdom by the gift and work of the Holy Spirit
· His identification of himself with us and our basic human needs: daily bread, forgiveness, protection from temptation
· Naming those we include with “us”
· Praying together with Jesus: standing in his shoes and joining with him 
· Second answer with hypothetical case in 11:5-8: needs of friends
· Our reluctance to pray for ourselves 
· Learning from people’s demands on us and inability to help them
· Parable of unexpected visitor: nothing to give
· Borrowing from friend next door to provide food for the visitor
· Praying for others as borrowing from God for them
· Daily encounters with people as God’s call  for us to pray for them
· Intercessory prayer as spiritual hospitality
· Third answer with promise of reception in 11:9-10: gift of his commands and promises
· Three commands: ask, seek/search, knock
· Three promises of God’s gifts: receiving, finding, opened door
· Unexpected benefit: open door to Father’s house and fellowship with him
· See Luther with Conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer in the Small Catechism: This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us.
· Fourth answer with riddle in 11:11-13: the gift of the Holy Spirit as our prayer prompter and guide
· Our problem: anxiety about what to pray for from fear of upsetting God
· Purpose of question: God as perfect Father with us as his children
· Argument from contrast: bad father who gives the good food that his  son requests → God the Father who gives the best gift to his children
· Unexpected promise of Holy Spirit rather than the expected promise of good things as in Matt 7:11
· Reception of the Holy Spirit in prayer
· How does this answer the request that Jesus teach his disciples to pray?
· Spell and grammar check on computer
· See Rom 8:26-27: Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches the heart knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
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