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A. Introduction

· Story about plane trip: secret agent
· Double lives
· Secret identity
· Secret mission
· Secret access
· Reversal of normal life cycle
· Life ► death
· Death ► life
· Leading heavenly lives on earth
B. Heaven Opened: Jesus and Baptism
1. The baptism of Jesus for us: Matthew 3:13-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John.
 But John tried to deter him, saying, 
“I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?

Jesus replied, 
“Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.” 
Then John consented. 
As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. 
At that moment heaven was opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon him. And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
· Baptism = washing with water

· Baptism by John as an act of repentance (3:1-5)

· Prediction by John of baptism of Jesus (3:11)

· Baptism of Jesus as the fulfilment of righteousness

· No need for it himself as he has not sinned

· Taking on human sin and sentence of death

· Gift of his own righteousness: status as Son

· The great exchange: crossover
· Opening of heaven by his baptism

· Involvement of Triune God in our baptism

· Descent of God’s Spirit

· Adoption and acceptance by the Father

· Union with Jesus the Son and inclusion in him

· Institution of baptism by Jesus in his baptism

· Beginning of our journey with Jesus

2. Rebirth through baptism: John 3:2-8
Nicodemus came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God;
 for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above/again.” 
Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 
Jesus answered, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and the Spirit. 
What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Do not be astonished that I have said to you,
‘You must be born from above/again.’ 
The wind blows where it choses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

· Spirit = wind in Greek and in Hebrew

· Baptism as a sign = miracle

· Baptism as rebirth

· Heavenly birth

· Work of Holy Spirit through water in baptism

· Mysterious event: invisible origin and goal

· Gift of new self: Spirit-created spirit

· Baptism as change of citizenship

· Acceptance by triune God as King

· Rights and privileges as citizens of heaven

· Renunciation of former allegiance to Satan 

C. God’s Gift of Salvation through Baptism
1. The foundation of baptism: Matthew 28:16-20
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee,
 to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 
Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you all days, to the very end of the age.

· Risen Lord Jesus as ruler of heaven and earth

· Commission of eleven apostles as his royal agents

· Working with Jesus in making disciples of all nations

· By baptising 

· By teaching all that he had commanded

· Command for baptism in the in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

· Triune God as actor in the rite of baptism

· Retrieval and reclamation by God

2. Adoption by God the Father in baptism: Galatians 3:26-27, 4:6-7

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,
 for all of you who were baptised into Christ
 have clothed yourselves with Christ…
Because you are sons, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
the Spirit who calls, “Abba, Father.” 
So you are no longer a slave, but a son; 
and since you are a son, 
God has made you also an heir.

· Adoption as sons by God the Father (see Gal 4:4-5)

· Impersonation of Jesus: dressing up as him

· Sharing in the sonship of Jesus

· Same status as the Son

· Coheir with the only Son of God: same inheritance

· Gift of the same Spirit: the Spirit of the Son (see Rom 8:15)

· Same access to the Father

· Reception of all this by faith in Christ

3. The gift of salvation from the Triune God in baptism: Titus 3:4-7
When the kindness and human love of God our Saviour appeared, 
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, 
but because of his mercy,
 he saved us though the washing/bath of rebirth
 and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
so that having been justified by his grace, 
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
· Salvation as free gift from God in baptism

· Kindness

· Human love: philanthropy

· Mercy 

· Grace

· Rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit in baptism

· Results of baptism

· Pouring out of the Holy Spirit through Jesus
· Holy Spirit = life-giving water 
· See 1 Cor 12:13

we were all baptised by one Spirit in one body


 and were all given one Spirit to drink.
· Justification before God the Father: pardon and acceptance

· Heirs of God the Father: hope of eternal life

C. Ongoing Significance and Operation of Baptism

1. Picture

· Ceremony of marriage v living out of marriage

· Ceremony of baptism v living out of baptism

2. Dying and rising with Christ through baptism: Romans 6:3-5,8,9,11

Don’t  you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus
were baptised into his death?

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 

in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, 
we too may walk in newness of  life.

If we have been united with him in his death,

we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

Now if we have died with Christ,

we believe that we will also live with him.

For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, 

he cannot die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him.

So count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

· Baptism as union with Christ

· Participation in Christ’s death through baptism

· Death and burial with Christ through baptism

· Death as sentence for our sin

· End of slavery to sin

· End of old self: undressing and drowning

· Daily dying to sin by repentance: keeping the swimmer under water

· Completion of baptism with physical death

· Present and future participation in Christ’s resurrection through baptism

· Being raised with Christ through baptism

· New hidden life with Christ in God’s presence: foretaste of eternal life already now

· Gift of new self with the Holy Spirit: secret transformation

· Daily dressing up with Jesus and his gifts: reception in faith and prayer

· Completion of baptism with the resurrection of the body

3. Our divine makeover through baptism: Colossians 2:9-13

In Christ all the fullness of Deity dwells bodily,

and you have been given fullness (of life) in Christ,

who is the head of every power and authority.

In him you were also circumcised,

by the putting off of the sinful nature,

not with a circumcision done by human hands

but with the circumcision done by Christ,

having been buried with him in baptism

and raised with him though the faith that was worked by God, 
who raised him from the dead.

When you were dead in your sins

and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature,

God made you alive with Christ,

having graciously pardoned all your sins.

· Circumcision in the Old Testament

· Man-making rite for adolescents in the ancient world

· Circumcision of eight day old infants in Israel

· Removal of foreskin by father

· Entry into God’s covenant with Abraham: membership in God’s family
· Baptism as the Christian circumcision

· Body of risen Lord Jesus as the residence of God

· Access to the fullness of God physically through Jesus

· Removal of old sinful nature: old self as spiritual corpse

· Supernatural act performed by the hands of Christ

· Participation in the death and resurrection of Jesus through faith in Christ: gift of faith and eternal life

· Pardon of sin for life with God
4.   Holy service with Christ through baptism: Ephesians 5: 25:


Husbands, love you wives just as Christ loved the church


and gave himself up for her,

in order to make her holy by cleansing her


with the washing of water with the word,


so as to present the church to himself in splendour,
without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind-

yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish.
· Two pictures

· Baptism as Christ’s marriage to his bride the church

· Baptism as Christ’s consecration of the church as a priesthood

· Cleansing from all impurity: clean conscience

· Consecration for service as priests together with him (1 Cor 6:11)

· Sharing in his purity and holiness

· Access to God the Father and his grace in the divine service

· Bringing others to the Father in worship and prayer

· Bringing the Father’s blessing to others

· Our holy vocation as living saints here on earth
D. Controversial Issues

1. The status of those who are unbaptised: Mark 16:15-16: 
Jesus said to them, 

“Go into the world and preach the good news to all creation.
Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved,

but whoever does not believe will be condemned.

· Assurance of salvation for baptised believers

· Condemnation of unbelieving hearers of the gospel

· Our benefit v God’s freedom

2. Infant baptism

· No difference between adults and infants before God: both dead in sin

· Christ’s command in Matthew 28:19-20 to make disciples of all nations by baptising and teaching them: two sides rather than chronological sequence

· Christ’s acceptance of infants in Luke 18:15: 
People were also bringing babies to have him touch them. 
When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 
But Jesus called the children to him and said, 
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 

· Promise of Peter in Acts 2:38-39: 
Repent and be baptised
every one of you in the name of the Jesus Christ 
so that your sins may be forgiven, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,
for the promise is for you, for your children,
and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him. 
· Baptism of households in Acts 16:15 and 16:33
· Parallel between circumcision of eight day old male infants and 
baptism in Colossians 2:11-13
E. Conclusion: the Heavenly Crossing of Baptism
The good ship of Christ: 1 Peter 3:20-21
God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, 

in which a few , that is eight persons, were saved through water.
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-

not just through the removal of dirt from the body,

but as an appeal to God for a good conscience-

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,

· with angels, authorities, and powers subordinate to him.

· Note the use of now
· God’s use of the ark to save Noah’s family through water

· God’s use of baptism to save us through the risen Lord Jesus

· The human body of Jesus as our ark

· Our journey in Jesus and his church from the old earth to heaven
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