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A. WELL-GROUNDED CONFIDENCE
1. A Crisis of Confidence
· Lack of growth.

· Loss of confidence in the Gospel.

· Misplaced confidence.

· Confidence in Christ.

  2.   The Teaching on Boldness in the NT

   a. See parresia in Acts 4:13, 29; 28:31; 2 Cor 3:2; Eph 3:12;  

   6:19-20; Heb 3:6; 4:16; 10:19, 35; I John 3:21; 5:14.

· Right of citizen to speak in city assembly.

· Right of access to an official as Roman citizen.

· Privilege of access to God the Father as his sons.

· Boldness and freedom in approaching God.

· Frankness and confidence in speaking to God.

· Boldness in speaking as God’s representative.

   b. Connection between access and confidence.

· My children to me as father.

· Husband and wife to each other.

  3.   Our Access to the Heavenly Sanctuary
   See Heb 10:19-22:

Therefore, brothers,

since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 

by the blood of Jesus,

by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, 

that is, his flesh,

and since we have a great high priest over the house/temple of God,

let us draw near to/approach (God)

with a sincere/true heart in the full assurance of faith,

having our hearts sprinkled (to cleanse us) from a guilty conscience

and having our bodies washed with pure water.

a. Restricted access of the high priest to God in OT.    

· Access to Holy of Holies on Day of Atonement.

· Way through the double-layered curtain.

· Entrance with blood from sin offerings. 

· Sprinkling on mercy seat, altar for incense and altar for burnt offering.

· Purpose: purification and sanctification of the tabernacle, the priesthood and the people.

· Result: safe access to God and his blessings.

b. Our unrestricted access to the Father's presence through Jesus.

· Place: heavenly sanctuary in the divine service.

· High priest: Jesus.

· House of God: church (cf. 3:6).

· Way:  flesh and blood Jesus (cf. Heb 2:13-18).

· Qualification for entry: 

· Conscience sprinkled with Christ's blood in HC (cf. consecration of priests in Lev 8:23-24,30).

· Bodies washed with the waters of baptism (cf. washing of priests at ordination in Lev 8:6 and before service in Exod 40:30-32).

· Manner: faith in Christ with assurance of favourable reception from God the Father.

· We: holy co-priests with Jesus (Heb 2:12).

· Our heavenly vocation on earth (Heb 3:1).

· Double representation: people to God and God to people.

· Architecture of our churches: sanctuary and nave.

· The gospel as the basis for our boldness and confidence of access to God the Father in Jesus and through faith in him (Eph 3:11).

Secret access to heaven here on earth.

B. CONFIDENCE IN WORSHIP

1. Introduction
a. Story about Resurrection Lutheran Church
b. Promise of Jesus in Matt 18:20.

2. Jesus as our Liturgist
a.    The ascended Lord as our liturgist in the heavenly sanctuary (Heb 8:2, 6).

· Appearance before God the Father on our behalf (Heb 9:24).

· Intercession on our behalf (Heb 7:25).


· Praise of his heavenly Father to us in the church (Heb 2:12).

b.    We approach God the Father in prayer through Jesus (Heb 7:25) and offer   

                         our sacrifices of praise through him (Heb 13:15,16).

3. Our Participation in the Heavenly Liturgy
     a.    See Hebrews 12:22-25a, 28-29:

But you have come to Mount Zion, to heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God,

                        and to thousands of angels in joyful assembly

                        and to the assembly (church) of the first born,

                        whose names are written in heaven,

                        and to God the judge of all,

                        and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,

                        and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant,

                        and to the blood for sprinkling that speaks a better word than the     

blood of Abel.

                        See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks…..

                  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 

                         let us have gratitude (receive grace), 

                         through which we serve God pleasingly with reverence and awe,       

                         for our God is a consuming fire.

   b.   God’s manifestation of his fearful presence at Mt. 

Sinai (12:18-21).

· The fenced mountain (Exod 19:11-13).

· Blazing fire (Exod 19:18).

· Darkness (Deut 4:11; 5:23).

· Eerie gloom (Exod 20:21).

· Storm cloud (Exod 19:16).

· Sound of trumpet (Exod 19:16,19; 20:18).

· Voice speaking the Decalogue (Exod 19:19; 20:19).

c.   Our sevenfold approach to God's gracious hidden presence (cf. Heb 4:16; 7:27; 10:1,2; 11:6):

· In heavenly Jerusalem where God is present and heaven meets earth.

· With the angels who assist us in adoration and praise (see “liturgising spirits” in Heb 1:14; cf. Luke 2:13-14; Rev 4:8-11).

· In the heavenly assembly of God's world-wide people: first-born sons and heirs with Jesus.

· Before God the Judge condemns sin and pardons penitent people.

· With the departed saints (cf. Heb 12:1).

· Through Jesus, the mediator of new covenant in the Lord's Supper.

· By the blood for sprinkling that speaks pardon, cleansing and holiness (cf. Heb 9:14; 10:22; 1 Pet 1:2).

d. In the divine service Jesus speaks graciously to us from heaven (Heb 12:25).

e.    Thanksgiving for reception of grace as our God-pleasing service and the basis of our confidence in worship (Heb 12:28; cf. Heb 10:35-36; 11:6)
f.    Influence on the structure and content of the liturgy for the divine service
C. CONFIDENCE IN INTERCESSION

1. Our Secret Mission
a. Story about secret agent
b. Our secret work as God’s holy agents
2. Our Access to the Heavenly King

       
     See Hebrews 4:14-16:

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 


let us hold firmly to the faith that we possess.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,

but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are- yet was without sin.

Let us then approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

a. Availability of kings for audience with their citizens in the ancient world to receive petitions and complaints
· Sitting on a throne in a public place.

· Approach of people to petition them there for justice and 


help

       

           b.   Enthronement of God on the mercy seat above the ark  

                                    in the temple on earth.  

· Altar as God's throne of grace and place for daily audience     

        
(Ex 29:42-46).

·  Presentation of their petitions to him there (1 Ki 8:27-53)
c.  New way of access to the Father’s presence in heaven.

· Closure of the gap between the Father and us by Christ’s   




ascension.


· His compassion for us and our weakness as our high priest 

d. Our approach God the Heavenly King with boldness together with Jesus in the divine service.

· Our reception of his grace through him: pardon for sin 






 and acceptance as royal 'sons'

· Our reception of help from our royal Father for our needs and for the needs of others
e. Worship as reception from God the Father
3. Using our faith for the benefit of others: see Mark 2:1-10
a. Our dilemma: outreach to unbelievers 

b. Unbelievers as spiritual cripples

c. Use of our faith for them in prayer 

d. Bringing others to Jesus by praying for them (Mark 1:32; 6:55; 7:32; 8:22; 9:17; 10:13)
e. Approaching Jesus for others

· Centurion for servant: Matt 8:5

· Ruler for son: Matt 9:18

· Canaanite woman for daughter: Matt 15:22

· Royal official for dying son: John 4:47

f. Commendation for  “great faith”

· Roman centurion for servant: Matt 8:10
· Canaanite women for daughter: Matt 15:28

g. Vicarious church attendance as an act of intercession
4. Corporate intercession in the divine service
         

 See five surprises in 1 Tim 2:1-6: 

I urge you, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people- 

for kings and all in authority, 

that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

This is good and pleases God our Savior,

who want all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

For there is one God and one mediator between God and men,

the man Christ Jesus,

who gave himself as a ransom for all people.

a. Place of prayer as our first task in the divine service 

b. Prayer as the basis for evangelism

c. Topics for congregational prayer

· All people: salvation

· Government: peace

d. Four kinds of prayer

· Requests: needs of others as ours ( my weekly list
· Prayers: welfare of others as our own ( my circle of acquaintances
· Intercessions: others sins as ours ( my gossip list 

· Thanksgivings: blessings of others as our own ( my envy list
e. Jesus as our mediator and leader in prayer.

· Praying with Jesus: Lord’s Prayer.

· Serving as little christs for others.

5. Conclusion: Luther on praying for others 
· Christ also demonstrates what constitutes a Christian's true office and function, and how necessary the exercise of this is in Christendom. The prophet Zechariah refers to this when he says (12:10) that Christ will pour out and grant the Spirit who is called 'a Spirit of compassion and supplication'.  For in all Christians Christ will effect and produce these two things:  First, he will convince and assure their hearts that they have a compassionate God; secondly, he will enable them to help others by their supplication for them.  The result of the first is that they are reconciled to God and have all they need for themselves.  Then, when they have this, they will become gods and will be saviours of the world by their supplication. Through the Spirit of compassion they themselves will become children of God; and then, as children of God, they will mediate between God and their neighbour, and will serve others and help them attain this state as well.
· Christ prayed for me, and for this reason my prayers are acceptable through his.  Accordingly, we must weave our praying into his.  He is forever the mediator for all people.  Through him we come to God.  In him we must incorporate and envelop all our prayers and all that we do.  But all this is said to Christians for the purpose of giving them the boldness and the confidence to rely on this Man and to pray with complete assurance; for we hear that in this way he unites us with himself, really puts us on a par with him, and merges our praying into his and his into ours.  What greater honour could be paid us than this, that our faith in Christ entitles us to be called his brothers and coheirs, that our prayer is to be like his, that there is really no difference except that our prayers must originate in him and be spoken in his name. Apart from this, he makes us equal to himself in all things; his and our prayer must be one, just as his body is ours and his members are ours.

