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1.
OUR PRESENT SITUATION

a.
The statement on ‘Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage’ in the DSTO, H7-9, was drawn up in 1978 when divorce was so uncommon in our circles that pastors were uncertain whether they could under any circumstance conduct a marriage for a divorced person.

b.
Our situation now is that divorce and remarriage are so common even in our church that some divorced people believe that they have a right to be married.

2.
THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON DIVORCE




Matt 5:32










a.
Since God joins a couple together in marriage for life, they still in some sense remain married before God even in the marriage actually has ended, and they are legally divorced (Matt 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-9).

b.
While divorce was permitted in the Old Testament (Deut 24:1-4) because of human sin and the hardness of human hearts (Matt 19:8; Mark 10:5), it was not part of God's plan in creation and should not occur among disciples of Jesus in the new covenant (Mark 10:10-12).

c.
Divorce is forbidden for two reasons.

1)
Humans thereby undo God's work (Matt 19:6; Mark 10:9).

2)
It defiles the divorced person (Matt 5:32).

d.
A Christian may divorce his or her partner if that partner is guilty of SYMBOL 112 \f "Symbol"
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(Matt 5:32; 19:9).

1)
Sexual intercourse outside marriage.

2)
Homosexual intercourse

3)
Bestiality

4)
Repeated sexual abuse

e.
Jesus seems to imply in Matt 19:11 that, like celibacy, true chastity is a gift from God.

1)
The 'word' mentioned in 19:11 refers to celibacy in 19:10.

2)
It could also refer to the prohibition of divorce in 19:9. This would mean that God gives Christians the ability to survive in a difficulty marriage and that he can change it for the benefit of those involved (cf 1 Cor 7:12-14).

3.
THE BIBLICAL TEACHING ON REMARRIAGE AFTER DIVORCE




Matt 5:32;




Mark 10:11












a.
The teaching of Jesus concentrates on the defiled statues of a person who initiates a divorce in order to contract a new marriage.

1)
Those who divorce their spouses and marry again commit adultery against their former partners.

2)
A single person who marries someone who has divorced his or her spouse commits adultery against that person's spouse.

3)
People who divorce their partners for SYMBOL 112 \f "Symbol"
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b.
The status of unwilling 'innocent' victims of divorce who remarry is left undefined.

1)
Those who have been divorced for SYMBOL 112 \f "Symbol"
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2)
A man who divorces his innocent wife is guilty of adulterating and defiling her 
(Matt 5:32).

3)
If the general rule applies that what is not prohibited is permitted, may the so called 'innocent' party in a divorce remarry without guilty for adultery?

c.
The teaching of Jesus seems to be less concerned with legal and moral questions than with the purity and holiness of his disciples, ie saving souls rather than saving marriages.

1)
It assumes that they are holy people who have been cleansed form all impurity (cf 1 Cor 6:9-11; 18-20; Eph 5:3-14; 1 Thess 4:3-8).

2)
They are therefore not to defile themselves sexually and so desecrate their holiness (cf Matt 15:18-20).

4.
THE PASTORAL IMPLICATIONS OF THIS TEACHING
a.
The Performance by the Pastor of a Marriage for the Divorced Person

1)
In the early church the clergy did not perform marriages, since this was done by the heads of the families involved in the marriage. In some cases they approved or witnessed the marriage.

2)
The right to perform marriages does not belong to the pastoral office. In Australia pastors are authorised by the state to perform marriages on its behalf under the conditions set by it and according to the rites of their respective churches.

3)
By his office the pastor is authorised to bless the couple in the name of the Triune God and teach the Christian doctrine of marriage in the rite of marriage.

4)
Each pastor must follow his conscience, as guided by Scripture and the teaching of the church, in deciding whether to marry a divorced person or not (See DSTO H 7-9, III A, 3). His decision is to be determined by his responsibility to uphold Christ's teaching on divorce and remarriage as well as by his concern for the spiritual welfare of the people involved.

b.
Public Teaching by the Pastor on Divorce and Remarriage

1)
Preaching in public worship of the congregation.

2)
Teaching in confirmation instruction and youth groups.

3)
Adult instruction: new members and converts.

4)
Preparation of couples for marriage.

5)
Marriage enrichment studies and seminars.

6)
Training of elders.

c.
Pastoral Care of People Involved in the Breakup of a Marriage

1)
Person considering separation or divorce (see DSTO, H 7-9, II B):

a)
Interviews with both parties to discover and reach agreement on the reasons for the problem.

b)
Reference to trained marriage counsellors to resolve conflicts and achieve reconciliation as suggested in 1 Cor 7:13.

c)
Instruction of the conscience with Biblical teaching for both parties to take responsibility for the consequences of their actions.

d)
Provision of confession and absolution, if needed and desired.

e)
Prayer with and for the couple to claim the divine help implied in Matt 19:11.

f)
Accompaniment of persons on the day of divorce.

2)
Person divorced:

a)
Interviews with both parties, if possible, to discover the circumstances and reasons for the divorce.

b)
Confession of anger and shame or guilt.

c)
Healing of hurt from betrayal by compassionate hearing and prayer.

d)
Acceptance of divorce and its consequences.

e)
Renunciation of revenge and forgiveness of spouse.

f)
Some gesture from the pastor and some act by the congregation to convey the acceptance of the person by the congregation after the divorce.

3)
Divorced Person Seeking Remarriage (see DSTO, H 7-9, III, B):

a)
Inquiry into reasons for the divorce and the persistence of unfinished business from the previous marriage.

b)
Instruction in Christ's teaching on divorce and remarriage.

c)
Acceptance of Christ's teaching and admission of guilt.

d)
Private confession and absolution.

e)
Acceptance of responsibility for the children from the previous marriage.

f)
Forgiveness of former spouse and prayer for healing of hurt from former marriage.

g)
Report to the elders or spiritual leaders of the congregation and possible involvement of them in the decision on whether to proceed with the marriage.

4)
Divorced Person in Defacto Relationship

a)
Inquiry into the circumstances of the relationship.

b)
Confrontation over guilt and hurt from former marriage and present cohabitation.

c)
Instruction in Christian teaching on marriage.

d)
Challenge to seek forgiveness and formalise the marriage or else consider separation.

d.
Church Discipline

1)
Compassionate confrontation by pastor of divorced people over their hurt and guilt as outlines in c 3): distinction between ignorant and defiant action.

2)
Refusal to marry divorced members who do not accept Christ's teaching, acknowledge their guilt, and seek forgiveness (see BTO, H 7-9, iii, B, 2-3).

3)
Exclusion of impenitent people from the Lord's table.

4)
Adoption by district or general church of an agreed procedure in dealing with the remarriage of divorced people for the sake of good order in the pastoral care of people in a mobile society.

a)
Mandatory notice of marriage at least three (six?) months before the marriage to give time and leisure to deal pastorally with the case.

b)
Inquiry to discover whether another pastor, or priest in another church, has refused to marry the couple and consultation with him on the reasons for his refusal.

c)
Refusal to perform marriage unless the divorced person has gone through a commonly accepted process, such as in outlined in c 3).

d)
Involvement of lay leaders of the congregation in decisions to remarry divorced persons to ensure continuity in the congregation.
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