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1. The Gospel of Mark

· Mark = Peter’s translator

· Written in Rome after Peter’s death: 65 AD

· Mystery book: who is Jesus?

· Jesus = Christ: anointed King and God’s royal Son

· How did a person become a king in Israel?

· Descendant of King David

· Anointing: Holy Spirit in baptism rather high priest
· Ratification: condemnation by Sanhedrin
· Coronation: soldiers in mockery

· Enthronement: cross rather than throne

· Summary in 10:45: the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

2. The Trial of Jesus: Mark 14:53-65
a. To whom is Jesus brought in 14:53, and why?

· High priest: God’s representative

· Chief priests: religious leaders

· Elders: national leaders

· Teachers of the law: theologians

· Sandedrin: Israel’s supreme court

b. Why is Peter mentioned in 14:54?

c. What is emphasised by the account of the first part of the trial in 14:55-61?
· Rigged verdict: see 3:6; 11:18; 12:12; 14:1

· False testimony

· Silence of Jesus as prophesied in Isaiah 53:7: 

He was oppressed and afflicted, 

yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. 
d. What is point of the implied question that the high priest addressed to Jesus: So then, you are the Christ, the Son of the Blessed (God)?
· The Christ = anointed King

· The Son of the Blessed: divine identity
e. What does Jesus confess in answer to that question in 14:62?

· I AM: allusion to divine name in Exodus 3:14 
· Son of Man: allusion to Daniel 7:9-14: 

As I looked thrones were set in place,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat…

The court was seated,

and the books were opened…

In my vision at night I looked,

and there before me was one like the Son of Man,

coming with the clouds of heaven.

He approached the Ancient of Days

and was led into his presence.

He was given authority, glory and sovereign power;

all peoples, nations and men of every language worshipped him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

that will never pass away,

and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

· Sitting at God’s right hand as God’s deputy and heir: allusion to Psalm 110:1: 
The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’  
f. What was the result of that confession in 14:63-65?

· Charge of blasphemy

· Condemnation by court

· Maltreatment by court

g. Note how the maltreatment of Jesus in 14:65 matches the prophetic words of God’s servant in Isaiah 50:6: 

I offered my back to those who beat me, 

my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; 

I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.
3. Peter’s Denial: Mark 14:66-73
a. Note that Jesus had warned Peter about this in 14:29-31.

b. How does Peter’s denial stand in stark contrast to the confession of Jesus?

c. What accusations did the servant girl level against Peter?

· Association with Jesus: see 3:14

· Association with his disciples

d. How did Peter react to the three accusations?

· Playing dumb and withdrawal

· Denial under oath

e. Why did Peter weep after the rooster crowed a second time?

4. The Condemnation of Jesus: Mark 15:1-15
a. Why did the Sanhedrin hand Jesus over to Pilate after their 

condemnation of him?

b. What does the ambiguity of the exchange between Pilate and Jesus in 15:2 tell us about His attitude to Jesus?
· So you are the King of the Jews: sarcastic confession or frivolous question

· You say so: ironical statement or implied question

c. In what ways is Barabbas contrasted with Jesus in 15:6-15?

d. Use Deuteronomy 21:23: anyone who is hung up on a tree is under God’s curse to work out why the chief priests wanted to have Jesus crucified.

5. The Coronation of Jesus: Mark 15:16-20
a. Whom do we mock, and why?

b. How did the soldiers mock Jesus?

· Purple robe

· Crown of thorns

· Acclamation

· Staff/sceptre

· Homage

c. What is so ironical about their mockery?

6. The Crucifixion of Jesus: Mark 15:21-32
a. Why does Mark mention the role of Simon in 15:21?

b. Why did Jesus refuse the drink of wine mixed with myrrh? See Psalm 69:19-21
c. Why is the inscription on the cross mentioned in 15:23?

d. Note how 15:24 fulfils Psalm 22:18: They divide my garments among them, and cast lots for my clothing.
e. Work out why Jesus was crucified on the third hour, the time of the morning sacrifice at the temple.

f. How does the crucifixion of Jesus between two criminals fulfil Isaiah 53:12: he was numbered with the transgressors?

g. What is the ironical truth about the mockery in 15:29-32?

7. The Death of Jesus: Mark 15:33-41
a. What do the three hours of darkness show the world about the 


suffering of Jesus? See Amos 5:18-20; 8:9-10.
b. Why did the darkness end with the prayer of Jesus from Psalm 

22:1: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

c. Work out why God the Father forsook Jesus and what this meant for him.

d. Why was the curtain of the temple split at the death of Jesus?

e. What was so unexpected about the fact that the Roman centurion was the first person to recognise Jesus as God’s Son?

f. Why are the women mentioned in 15:40-41?

